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FROM THE EDITOR 


A Senate Stalwart and the Freedom Index 


With high-profile interviews, we've 
learned to expect the unexpected. So 
when Wisconsin's senior senator, Ron 
Johnson, in a recent fa 
view with TNA, unexpectedly lavished 
praise on The Creature from Jekyll Is- 
land —a book that, unbeknownst to him, 
was originally published by American 
Opinion Publishing, which is also the 
publisher of this magazine — we were 
pleasantly surprised. We often wonder 
how many of the movers and shakers on 
Capitol Hill fully appreciate the gravity 
of our national predicament, In Senator 
Johnson, we found a three-term senator 
and former accountant who is genuinely 
concerned about a range of serious is- 
sues, from Covid vaccines to the shaky 
foundation of our national finances, that 
many on both sides of the aisle seem to 
dismiss. 

Senator Johnson, who was first elected 
to the senate in 2010 as a political novice, 
has clearly been on a steep learning curve 
during his time in office. To his down- 
to-earth temperament and Midwestern 
manners Senator Johnson has added a 
keen understanding of national and world 
affairs and a sound appreciation of both 
the U.S. Constitution and the principles 
of liberty that inform our entire system of 
government, And his voting record mi 
rors that appreciation. In our most recent 
Freedom Index for a full congressional 
session, the 117th Congress, Senator 
Johnson finished with a 90 percent cumu- 
lative score, one of the highest in the Sen- 
ate, For the first 10 votes of the Freedom 
Index for the ongoing 118th Congress, 
tabulated in this issue, Senator Johnson 
is off to a promising start, in a 13-w 
for second place with an 80 percent score 
on the first 10 votes. Afier reading our in- 
terview with him, you'll understand why. 
Senator Johnson is one of the staunchest 
supporters of both 


-to-face inter- 


ie 


the Second and 10th Amendments in 
Congress (he has a framed illustration 
of the latter on his office wall), and has 
one of the soundest understandings of 
public finance, including the pernici 
mechanism of inflation, of any current 
elected official. Moreover, in defiance 
of the usual trends, his voting record has 

improved with longevity in office 
As for the voting records of his congres- 
sional colleagues, our first Freedom Index 
for the new 118th Congress suggests a 
continuation of the positive trends from the 
117th, For the first 10 votes, we had three 
senators who scored 100 percent, and 13 
more, including Johnson, at 80 percent. 
In the House, a further 21 representatives 
scored 100 percent, with four of them 
— Luna (Fla.), Brecheen (Okla.), Ogles 
(Tenn.), and Hageman (Wy.) — being 
promising freshmen. It was Hageman who 
replaced RINO Liz Cheney and Luna who 
forced a vote to censure the odious and 
deserving Adam Schiff. Besides these, an 
additional 19 representatives scored 90 
percent, and most of them, like the usually 
reliable Thomas Massie and Marjorie Tay- 
lor Greene, voted in favor of the conten- 
tious debt-limit bill, a piece of legislation 
on which many honest people did disagree. 
While there is yet ample room for 
improvement, there's a lot to like in the 
118th Congress, as both Senator Johnson 

and the Freedom Index will attest 
— Steve Bonta 
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CORRECTIONS: On page 31 of the ar- 
ticle “Fastest Growing Criminal Enter- 
prise” in our July 31 issue, we referred 
to Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg 


as Jeff Zuckerberg. We also mislabeled 
the article as “Fasting Growing Criminal 


Enterprise” in the Table of Contents of 
the same issue. 
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Penn State Faculty Support Discrimination Against Whites 


Former Pennsylvania State University English Professor Zack 
De Piero filed a lawsuit against his former employer on June 15 
alleging that the university discriminated against him because 
of his skin color. De Piero resigned from Penn State in August 
of 2022. 

Rather than support their former colleague, reported The Col- 
lege Fix on July 12, nearly 400 Penn State professors signed a let- 
ter defending the university’s “antiracism” practices. The “Letter 
in Support of Antiracist Faculty at Penn State” does not respond 
to the accusations in De Piero’s suit, but rather dismisses it as 
another example of “attacks from reactionaries who claim that 
curricula, programs, and initiatives aimed at promoting inclusiv- 
ity and equity are racist and divisive. 

In a June interview with Fox News, De Piero said he was 
forced to attend a presentation entitled “White Teachers are a 
problem,” in which he was told that he was “inherently flawed 
on the basis of history.” “As a White individual, I’m somehow 
responsible for all the injustices and suffering currently in the 
world and in the history of the world,” he noted. 

In his lawsuit, De Piero alleges that there was a systematic ef- 
fort by the school administration to denigrate him and other white 
faculty members, For example, white faculty were ordered to 
participate in an activity in which they were to hold their breath 
longer than people of color so as to “feel the pain that George 
Floyd endured.” 

The lawsuit also contends that he was required to penalize stu- 


dents academically on the basis of race. He offered the example 
that, if he had students from East Asia or the Indian subcontinent, 
who excelled over individuals from other minority groups, he 
was to penalize them with lower grades so as to equalize out 
comes on a racial basis, 

Ironically, before taking the position at Penn State, Dr. De 
Piero taught in inner-city schools because he wanted to help stu- 
dents in those communities succeed 


Nobel Laureate Blasts “Climate Crisis” 


According to LifeSiteNews on July 13, Dr. John F, Clauser, one 
of three recipients of 2022’s Nobel Prize in physics for his work 
on quantum information science, has blasted the narrative of 
a climate emergency and claims that there is no climate crisis. 
Clauser’s statements were made in June at the “Quantum Korea 
2023” conference on quantum technology. 

“The popular narrative about climate change reflects a danger- 
ous corruption of science that threatens the world’s economy and. 
the well-being of billions of people,” Clauser said. “Misguided 
climate science has metastasized into massive shock-joumnalistic 
pseudoscience,” and “in turn, the pseudoscience has become a 


John F. 
Clauser 


scapegoat for a wide variety of other unrelated ills. It has been 
promoted and extended by similarly misguided business mar- 
keting agents, politicians, journalists, government agencies, and 
environmentalists.” 

“In my opinion, there is no real climate crisis,” he said. “There 
is, however, a very real problem with providing a decent standard 
of living to the world’s large population and an associated energy 
crisis. The latter is being unnecessarily exacerbated by what, in 
my opinion, is incorrect climate science.” 

Clauser has criticized climate models used to predict “global 
warming,” noting that they do not account for the dramatic tem- 
perature stabilization provided by clouds, and has developed his 
‘own model taking this into account, According to him, the regu- 
lating effect of reflective cloud cover is 50 times as strong as any 
warming effect produced by COs. 

Despite Clauser’s Nobel Prize credentials, climate hysterics 
have either ignored his opinions on climate change or claimed 
that he’s not the right type of scientist to have an opinion, 

In May, Clauser was named to the board of directors of the 
CO; Coalition, a group of scientists dedicated to extolling the 
benefits of carbon dioxide and its necessary role in our environ- 
‘ment, Other esteemed members of the group include physicist Dr. 
William Happer, geologist Dr. Gregory Wrightstone, and physi 
ist Dr. Richard Lindzen. 


Reparations Task Force Submits Recommendations 


After two years of research “documenting how enslavement and. 
its enduring legacy of systemic racism cemented structural in- 
equality,” the California Reparations Task Force released its final 
report on June 29. 

Recommendations found in the more than 1,000 pages of the 
report include a formal apology to descendants of African slaves 
in the United States, and reforms with suggested policies cov 
ering healthcare, housing, education, the “unjust” legal system, 
the wealth gap, and more, As The Washington Times noted on 
July 11, “Embedded in the ... report is a veritable leftist to-do 
list that includes: universal health insurance for Black residents, 
a guaranteed basic income, free college tuition, “forgivable* 
interest-free loans to small businesses and erasing interest debt 
on unpaid child support, [The report] also recommends ending 
policing of nuisance violations such as public urination, allowing 
Black LGBTQ youth to receive confidential ‘mental health care” 
without parental permission, and adopting ‘rent caps” in histori- 
cally red-lined areas.” 

California Attorney General Rob Bonta praised the recommen- 
dations, committing his state to “the healing and restoration of 
our African American residents.” However, Los Angeles radio 
host and Republican presidential hopeful Larry Elder “blasted the 
reparations concept as ‘nonsense’ and criticized the task force's 


hard-left tilt.” telling Fox News on July 10, “There’s not a single 
conservative on this panel.... It’s one left-wing person after an- 
other — nobody from the center, nobody from the right, no con- 
servatives.” And eight of the nine members of the panel are black. 

The reparations could total over $800 billion, According to 
the report, the amount suggested “is an economically conserva- 
tive initial assessment of what losses, at a minimum, the State of 
California caused or could have prevented, but did not... Further 
data collection and research would be required to augment these 
initial loss-estimates,” 

The state’s Legislature won't consider the report's recommen- 
dations until next year. 
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Federal Court Blocks Construction of Pipeline 


‘The New York Post reported on July 11 that the U.S. Court of Ap- 
peals for the Fourth Circuit blocked completion of the Mountain, 
Valley Pipeline (MVP), which would deliver natural gas from 
West Virginia into southern Virginia. The pipeline had been fast- 
tracked by Congress last month as part of a compromise on the 
controversial debt-ceiling deal, 

On July 10, the Fourth Circuit issued the stay on construc- 
tion of the pipeline despite being stripped of jurisdiction over the 
project in the compromise, The court included no rationale for 
its decision, but has blocked construction on the pipeline several 
times, previously tossing a permit issued by Virginia’s Depart- 
ment of Environmental Quality, claiming that the agency made a 


mistake in issuing the permit, and earlier this year throwing out 
permits issued by the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management, 

Senator Joe Manchin (D-W.V.), long a vocal supporter of the 
pipeline, called the court’s intervention “unlawful.” “The law 
passed by Congress & signed by POTUS is clear — the 4th Cir 
cuit no longer has jurisdiction over MVP’s construction permits. 
This new order halting construction is unlawful.” 

Manchin had traded permitting reform for the project in his 
deal with Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y,) and. 
the White House for his deciding vote on 2022’s inappropriately 
named Inflation Reduction Act. 

Caught in the middle of this mess is Equitrans Midstream, the 
Pennsylvania-based natural-gas company involved in the con- 
struction of the pipeline, 

“We are disappointed with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit's remarkable decision to grant a one-sentence stay 
halting all construction ... with no explanation. The Court’s deci- 
sion defies the will and clear intent of a bipartisan Congress and 
this Administration in passing legislation to expedite completion 
of the Mountain Valley Pipeline project,” the company declared 
ina July 11 statement, “We are evaluating all legal options, which 
include filing an emergency appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court.” 

Absent a reversal from the Supreme Court, the stay will likely 
remain in place, ll 


QuicKQUOTES: 


Trump Indictment Should Never Have Happened 

“The President is completely entrusted with the management and even the 
disposal of presidential records during his time in office.” 

A decade ago, Judge Amy Berman Jackson, an Obama appointee, 
sued that ruling referring to former President Clinton, who put national 
security information in his sock drawer afier leaving the White House. 
Now, we see a sitting president weaponize our justice system in order 
10 bring phony criminal charges against his likely reelection opponent. 
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Georgia State Representative Quits Bermal Jackso 


Democratic Party and Becomes a Republican 

“My name is Rep. Mesha Mainor and today I made the decision to leave 
the Democrat Party. I represent a blue district in the city of Atlanta so this wasn’t a political decision for 
me, It was a MORAL one. I will NEVER apologize for being a black woman with a mind of my own.” 
After tweeting the above message, Representative Mesha Mainor sent out another tweet saying, “I 
didn't leave the Democrat Party. The Democrat Party left ME when it embraced left-wing radicalism, 
Jawlessness, and put the interests of illegal aliens over the interest of Americans.” 


Vice President Harris Issues a New 

Serving of Undecipherable Word Salad 

“Well I think culture is — it is a reflection of our moment and our time. 
Right? And present culture is the way we express how we're feeling about 
the moment, and we should always find time to express how we feel about 
the moment that is a reflection of joy. Because, you know — it comes in 
the moming.” 

Appearing at the “Essence Festival of Culture,” Vice President Kamala 
Harris outdid herself with a string of garbled words when asked about 
the meaning of the term “culture.” 
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Columnist Asserts Why There's a Recruiting Problem in the Military 

“The real reason for recruitment failure is the recruitment message to the white heterosexual males 
Join the military and be discriminated against. You will be required to take classes to learn that you 
have white privilege, that you are racist, misogynist, homophobic, transphobic. You will not be promot- 
ed. The US military has too many white officers. Your officers will be blacks, feminists, homosexuals, 
and transgendered freaks who have been taught to hate heterosexual white males.” 

Paul Craig Roberts cited 478 pages of instructional materials used by the U.S. Air Force to, as he put 
it, “destroy the confidence of white male heterosexuals. 


Ex-Pfizer Vice President Says Covid Vaccines Were Designed to Maim and Kill 

“The alleged [Covid] vaccines were designed to injure, maim and kill. Multiple obvious toxicities 
were deliberately built into their designs, with the result that there would be high expectations of blood 
clots, autoimmune attacks and cytokine storms all over the body, depending on where it went in a given 
individual.” 

Dr. Michael Yeadon made the above statement to LifeSiteNews.com. He has spent 32 years working in 
pharmaceutical R&D and was a Pfizer vice president. 


Afghanistan’s Taliban Resumes Oppression of Females 
“In recent months, the Afghan government has barred girls from receiving 
education beyond the sixth grade, banned women from going to public 
spaces like parks, and prohibited them from travelling any significant 
distance without a male relative.” 
According to New York Times reporter Christina Goldbaum, these 
new restrictions follow a decree issued by Mullah Hibatulla Akhun- 
deada barring females in Afghanistan from working for foreign-based 
organizations. 

— Compiled by John F. MeManus 
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he corporate media can’t stand 
T Senator Ron Johnson (R-Wis.). 

In March 2021, The New York 
Times published an article about the Wis- 
consin senator titled “Assaulting the Truth, 
Ron Johnson Helps Erode Confidence in 
Government.” In May 2021, The Wash- 
ington Post published a piece titled “Ron 
Johnson's unscientific use of vaccine and 
death data.” And the editorial board of the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Wisconsin's 
most widely circulated newspaper, titled 
their October 2022 hit piece, “Election de- 
ceiver, science fabulist, billionaire benefac- 
tor. After 12 years, it’s time to term-limit 
Sen, Ron Johnson.” And this is a very small 
sampling of what is said about him. 

The last headline was published just be- 
fore the 2022 midterm election, in which 
Johnson defeated Lieutenant Governor 
Mandela Barnes with 51 percent of the 
vote. Maybe voters chose Johnson be- 
cause Barnes’ team recorded their cam- 
paign commercials while their candidate 
was putting up groceries, prompting ques- 
tions of Bames’ ability to manage his time 
Or maybe Johnson won because 
more voters trusted him to represent their 
interest 

Whatever the reasons, at least one force 
working against Johnson was the main- 
stream media. But in this day and age, a 
legislator who's not attacked by the Deep 
State-controlled media is suspect. Major 
media is more a gauge of the elite’s in- 
terests than of true public opinion. And 
someone who’s been vilified and attacked 
as intensely as Johnson has is likely doing 
something right. 

Johnson has now been elected three 
times. He’s driven by a sense of duty to 
better his country. He is an accountant 
by trade, and the nation’s fiscal state has 
always been one of his largest concerns. 
He's also been one of the most vocal de- 
fenders of people injured by Covid injec- 
tions. His pro-gun and pro-life stances 
have been consistent, and he’s never 
backed down on his belief that the 2020 
presidential election was flawed, 

For the last Congress (2021-2022), 
Johnson earned a 90-percent rating in The 
‘New American's Freedom Index, his high- 
est so far. His scores for prior Congress 
fluctuated between 40 and 85 percent. For 
the current Congress, his score stands at 
80 percent (see page 37). 
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On July 7, we interviewed Senator John- 
son in our studios. We talked to him about 
his views — the ones earning him intense 
criticism from the mainstream media and 
enough votes to put him in Congress three 
times, 

The following is a condensed version 
of our discussion with him. The full in- 
terview is available at TheNewAmerican. 
com as a video with the accompanying 
transcript. 


The New American: In a stump speech 
you gave before you were ever elected 
to the Senate, you discuss the difference 
between liberals and conservatives, And 
the contrast you made was that the Left 
[liberals] does it for power, whereas the 
Right [conservatives] does it out of a sense 
of duty. What is it that concerns you most 
about what is happening in our nation, and 
drives your sense of duty? 

Liberals — the 
Democrats — are the party of Big Govern- 
ment. They want government. They want 
experts to rule. They want the power to 
rule. We conservatives value freedom. And 
as conservatives, we recognize that humans 
are not perfect. And if we don’t want to live 
in anarchy and chaos, we need some form 
of government. But our Founders were ge- 
niuses, and they realized government need- 
cd to be limited, because they came from 
tyrannical regimes. And they realized that as 
government grew, our freedoms necessarily 
receded, So the call to duty that I felt is that 
government had grown to a point where our 
freedoms were noticeably receding, 

Take a look at tax rates, There’s a di- 
rect proportion: The higher percentage 
tax you pay, the less freedom you have. 
The government is extracting your hard- 
eamed labor. Now, government needs 
some money to operate. So we're happy 
to be taxed at a certain level, but not at 
confiscatory rates. 

Take a look at what happened during the 
pandemic. How many of our fellow cit 
zens willingly gave up their freedoms for 
a very false sense of security? 

But that’s been happening over the dec- 
ades. Starting, I would say, with the New 
Deal, more and more Americans are sign- 
ing up for the benefits they receive from 
government, not necessarily recognizing 
how much freedom they’re giving up in 
that bargain, 
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How could we change that? 
I’ve got one amendment sten- 
ciled on my Senate office wall, It's the 10th 
Amendment. What it basically says is that 
the federal government will do only those 
things that are enumerated in the Constitu- 
tion, All other governing authority resides 
in the States. And of course, the ultimate 
power is with the people. That's the foun- 
dation of our constitutional republic, That 
government ought to be close to the gov- 
emed— local government first then state, 
and the last resort is the federal government 
doing only things like national defense, se- 
curity of our border, the basic rules of en- 
gagement for interstate commerce. 


TNA: A limited government. 

Very limited. But what's hap- 
pened was, back over 100 years ago, the 
federal government was two percent of our 
economy, and state and local governments 
were five percent, So the total take of gov- 
‘ermment was seven percent of our economy. 
That was pretty much within the Founders’ 
vision. But last year, the federal government 


consumed about 25 percent of our economy, 
and state and local governments, maybe an- 
other 15 percent. So the total government 
take is now somewhere around 40 percent. 
There’s been such a massive increase in 
spending, it's kind of hard to keep track e 
actly of those percentages. But we've gone 
from seven percent a little more tha 
tury ago to about 40 percent today. 


acen- 


TNA: Are there those in Congress who see 
the Constitution more as a barrier, or are 
there many who respect the Constitution? 

Let me start by saying I don’t like 
being partisan. I wish you didn’t have to be 
partisan. But the fact of the matter is, you 
have one side of the political spectrum, the 
Left, and one party, the Democrats, who 
don’t have much respect for the Constitu- 
tion. The judges that they nominate and 
confirm for all the courts, including the 
Supreme Court, are activist jurists. They 
believe that there’s a living Constitution, 
that we ought to look outside of the United 
States in terms of what international law is 
saying about certain issues and apply that 


Paul Dragu with 
Senator Ron Johnson 


to the U.S., and they just ignore the Con- 
stitution, So there are a lot more Republi- 
cans — conservatives — that adhere to the 
Constitution and revere it 


TNA: What do you make of the foreign- 
influence and bribery scandal surroundin, 
the Bidens? 

Starting in 2019, Senator 
[Chuck] Grassley and I really delved into 
it, We got the suspicious activity reports 
from the Treasury. We showed the vast 
web of foreign financial entanglements. 
And not just Burisma out of Ukraine, 
but with the wife of the former mayor of 
Moscow. We showed all the foreign trans- 
jons in China and other countries. We 
laid out more than enough evidence in 
September of 2020 to convince me that 
Americans should not take a chance on 
Joe Biden as president because he was 
highly compromised. I’ve been investi- 
gating this for many years. I’ve seen the 
grotesque level of corruption inside the 
FBI, inside the Department of Justice, in- 
side our intelligence agencies. And it’s not 
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“We've got a system that protects the powerful and primarily the Left, 
particularly in D.C. It’s pretty easy to get a conviction on a Republican. 
But to get a conviction on a Democrat or somebody connected to a 
powerful Democrat, almost impossible.” 


a fair system. It’s not a level playing field 
We have a multi-tiered system of justice. 
We've got a system that protects the pow- 
erful and primarily the Left, particularly 
in D.C. It’s pretty easy to get a conviction 
on a Republican. But to get a conviction 
on a Democrat or somebody connected to 
a powerfull Democrat, almost impossible. 


reform possible? 
Well, it starts with exposure of 
the truth, But those individuals who are 
corrupt also have a great deal of control. 
For example, how do you investigate the 
top law-enforcement department? They 
are the law, When I subpoenaed Christo- 
pher Wray to get the information on the 
corrupt Russian collusion investigation, 
we just got blown off saying, well, we 
can't give you those documents because 
we have an active investigation. They 
think Congress, which means the Ameri- 
can people, doesn’t have the right to know. 

They know what they've done. They 
know where to hide the ball and they know 
how to hide it very effectively. 

Congress is going to have to do a better 
job of using every enforcement tool it has, 
as weak as they are, We ought to hold them 
in contempt, and if they don’t comply after 
the contempt charge has been made and 
voted on, send the Sergeant at Arms [to de- 
tain them]. I mean, we need to start getting 
serious about this, because the Executive 
Branch realizes we have weak enforcement 
capabilities, and they just hide the ball 


TNA: How seriously should we take 
China as a threat? 

Johnson: China’s a real problem. You 
go back a couple of decades and I think 
the world was hoping that if we opened 
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up our economies to Chinese manufactur- 
ing, that would help lift hundreds of mil- 
lions of people out of poverty. Globally, 
we're pretty compassionate people. So 
we did open up. The problem is, China 
cheats, and their cheating has some very 
detrimental impacts. When they decide to 
get in the steel business, they create great 
overcapacity in the steel business and they 
start putting steel companies out of bus 
ness throughout the world 

On the other hand, China hasn't been 
particularly warlike in the last 50 years, 

So China is complicated. And 1 would 
much rather try and develop better rela- 
tionships with our adversaries, turn them 
back into friendly rivals. Try and under- 
stand their perspective of things. 

Shifting over to Russia and Ukraine, I 
was chairman of the European Subcom- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. I’ve been to 
Ukraine a number of times. I have a lot of 
respect for the Ukrainian people who want 
what we have. They want freedom. They 
want prosperity. They want opportunity. 
They wanted to lean toward the West and 
Putin didn’t want to let them go. 

But at the same time, I don’t know to 
what extent we helped foment the [Ukrai- 
nian] revolution. 

We are all for people fighting for free- 
dom. But the result of that was Putin was 
concerned about the loss of his naval bi 
So he invaded Crimea. And a lot of fol 
in Crimea are more Russian-leaning. Rus- 
sia invaded eastern Ukraine, which is also 
more Russian-leaning, And finally, he in- 
vaded all of Ukraine, 

And the result has been massive de- 
struction of Ukraine and the loss of tens 
of thousands of both Ukrainian and Rus- 
sian lives 


We need to stop saber rattling, stop 
beating the drums of war, do everything 
we can, | think it’s interesting listening to 
RFK, Jr, right now talking about how his 
uncle said the top priority of any president 
was to keep America out of war. 

I think that’s a pretty good priority for 
any president: Keep us out of war. 


TNA: Do you believe this administration 
is trying to suck us into war? 

Johnson: It’s looking more and more like 
they almost goaded Ukraine into a proxy 
war. And now you hear members of the 
administration talking about the war goal 
in Ukraine being to degrade the Russian 
military. But they’ve got 7,000 nuclear 
weapons, As much as I sympathize with 
the Ukrainians and their courage and their 
bravery, we need to recognize that it's 
not a fair fight. And losing in Ukraine is 
an existential threat to Russia. Putin will 
not lose that war, If he’s got to bring out 
nukes, I fear he'll bring them out. I don’t 
think we ought to be pursuing the goal of 
degrading the Russian military. That just 
brings us to the brink of some kind of nu- 
clear Armageddon. 


TNA: You voted at least once to send aid 
to Ukraine. | think there were three other 
appropriations bills that you voted against. 
Where do you stand on that? How long 
should we keep sending aid to them? 

Johnson: You're right. | voted for the first 
aid package for Ukraine for a couple of rea- 
sons, First of al, I think we could have done 
something to prevent Putin from invading, 
by visibly giving them all kinds of lethal 
defensive weaponry. The other thing would 
have been to publicly declare we will never 
offer NATO membership to Ukraine. The 


13 


STORY BLwes73') 


other reason I voted yes was that we have no 
control over what the commander in chief 
does when it comes to these types of ini- 
tial wars, He was depleting our stockpile of 
‘weapons. That $40 million was to replenish 
our own stockpile. But I haven’t voted for 
Ukrainian aid since. 


TNA: So let’s discu 
Why did you vote against it? 

Well, first of all, it wasn’t 
an increase in the debt ceiling. It was a 
suspension of it, | laid out in an article 
in The Wall Street Journal, the day after 
I got reelected, what | would do in ex- 
change for increasing the debt ceiling 
I laid out four pieces of fiscal control 


the debt-ceiling bill 


that we could attach to an increased debt 
ceiling. 

One would be a Preventing Government 
Shutdown Act to take government shut- 
downs off the table forever, because it’s very 
economically inefficient, [Two would be] a 
full faith and credit guarantee that we would 
never default on our debt. And by the way, 
we never will. I’s kind of a phony cris 
[Three] would be the [Regulations from the 
Executive in Need of Scrutiny] Act. You'll 
put some constraint over the growing regula- 
tory state. The final [piece of fiscal control] 
would be to reduce the size of the federal 
government through an Attrition Act. You 
don’t want to fire anybody, but you can re- 
ally reduce the size of federal government 


“Losing in Ukraine is an existential threat to 
Russia. If Putin has to bring out nukes, | fear 
he'll bring them out. | don’t think we ought to 
be pursuing the goal of degrading the Russian 
military. That just brings us to the brink of some 
kind of nuclear Armageddon.” 
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very quickly by not hiring more people 
Those would be the four things I would have 
attached to the debt ceiling. 

So now the debt ceiling has probably 
been raised, because of that suspension, 
by about $4 trillion, I personally could not 
support that. 


TINA: How can the federal debt be brought 
under control? What do a fiscally respon- 
sible House and Senate look like? 

Well, first of all, you start going 
through a process where you put everything 
con budget. We're the largest financial entity 
in the world and nobody knows how much 
wwe spend. The answer is $6.3 trillion, And let 
‘me put it in perspective, In 2002, we passed 
the $2 trillion spending Rubicon, Seventeen 
years later, we'd more than doubled that, to 
$44 trillion. This is a bipartisan problem. 
‘There are far more fiscal conservatives that 
worry about this on the Republican side 
There’s virtually no one on the Democrat 
side that really worries about spending. 


TNA: Where do you see this going if it 
continues at this rate? 

A debt crisis, The real danger 
for the U.S. is if we cease to be the world’s 
reserve currency. If that happens, we can’t 
print these dollars. Printing dollars does 
cause inflation, but we can at least avoid 
unbelievably high interest rates because 
wwe can kind of control that process. 

If we're no longer the world’s reserve 
currency, we're going to be paying global 
interest rates. And to put that in perspec- 
tive, the last three decades of the last 
century, our average borrowing costs for 
government was 5.3 percent. It’s a pretty 
reasonable interest rate, right? Well, be- 
cause of all this massive printing of dol- 
s, we've been keeping interest rates 
artificially low, under two percent. If we 
were to retum to that three-decade aver- 
age, that would add $1.2 trillion per year 
just in interest expenses. That's what we 
spent last year on Social Security. 

Now it’s going up because inflation is 
going up. A debt crisis would be devastat- 
ing for us 


TNA: Is an Argentina- or Venezuela-style 
collapse possible for us? What about the 
efforts of BRICS countries to promote de- 
dollarization? 

It is. But we're probably going 
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to continue to avoid that day of reckoning 
because we're still the most financially 
stable country in the world, I’ve talked to 
global experts. They kind of downplay the 
fact that somebody's going to replace us 
as the world’s reserve currency. But I keep 
pointing out to people that Venezuelan 
voted themselves into poverty, that there’s 
nothing guaranteed about our liberty, our 
freedom, or our prosperity. We can fritter 
it all away. And | would argue that right 
now, we basically are. 


TNA: In past interviews — and | actually 
saw an interview you did with The Epoch 
Times — you said the world is run by elite 
globalists. Here at The New American, 
we've been telling people this is the case 
for quite some time. How and when did 
you come to this conclusion? 

I’m not saying they definitely 
run the world, but they've got an enor- 
mous amount of influence. When I do 
investigations, 1 see the power of these 
federal agencies and you see the video 
montages of everybody that’s gone to the 
World Economic Forum coming back and 
saying, we're going to build back better. 

I've gotten to know Bobby Kennedy 
[ir] pretty well. He’s recommended a cou- 
ple of books to me. The first one is JFK 
and the Unspeakable, and '1\just tell your 
listeners to read it. The next one would be 
The Devil's Chessboard. When you finish 
with those, go ahead and read The Crea- 
ture from Jekyll Island. 


TNA: How much do others in Congress 
know that this is the case? And are these 
people working against the interest of the 
United States government and United 
States citizens? 

I don’t know. But | think my 
colleagues look at me and they see the way 
the press has savaged me, So they don’t 
want any part of that. But then again, you 
take a look at The Creature from Jekyll Is- 
Jand. You had six men in 1910 who board- 
eda train down to Jekyll Island in Georgia, 
‘They represented 25 percent of the wealth 
of the world. [Today] we see BlackRock 
and State Street and Vanguard, these mu- 
tual funds now control the vast majority 
of all corporate stock. And they’re push- 
ing things like ESG now. They do it very 
quietly behind the scenes. 

I think one of the interesting examples 
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of how they can operate is in getting the 
Federal Reserve Act passed when, from 
1910 to 1913, Taft, the president, didn’t 
want to give the central bank that much 
control, He wanted more government con- 
trol over it. They didn’t like that, so they 
didn’t support Taft, [Woodrow] Wilson 
was more than happy to give the central 
bank that level of control. So this cabal, 
this group who controlled the banks but 
also controlled the media, made sure that 
Teddy Roosevelt ran his third party so that 
Wilson would get elected, 


TNA: You know, we published The Crea- 
ture from Jekyll Island. 
Oh, God bless you. 


TNA: You're skewered in the media for 
giving a voice to those who incurred 
vaccine injuries. What are people going 
through? 

Well, first of all, I think the 
evidence is overwhelming that these vac- 
cines have caused deaths. But there are 
over 35,000 deaths worldwide. Twenty- 
five percent of those are occurring on the 
day of the vaccine or within two days. It 
doesn’t prove causation, but wow, that’s 
a correlation, And one thing we found 
during Covid: Doctors have been very 
strongly disincentivized from reporting. 
They've been vilified, they’ve been at- 
tacked, they’ve been fired, they've been 
sued, and they've been made examples of. 
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So other people don’t come forward. 

And what's even to add to the traves- 
ty is the fact that because our CDC, our 
FDA, aren't acknowledging it, the medi- 
cal establishment’s not acknowledging 
it. They're just blowing it off and these 
people can’t get treatment. 

These vaccine injuries, they're real 
They're severe. They include death. When 
do you ever hear the word SADS, Sudden 
Adult Death Syndrome? And we've never 
heard of Sudden Adult Death Syndrome 
until 2021. And I just ask your listeners, 
think ofall the famous people that are drop- 
ping like flies in the prime of their life 

But what’s overwhelming evidence is, 
the fact that the body count is so high that 
all these people who have been pushing 
this can’t afford to admit they're wrong. 
hey all were pushing the vaccines, They 
were all censoring the early treatment of 
things like ivermectin, hydroxychloro- 
quine, the multi-drug protocol 


TNA: Are there any plans, if, for in- 
stance, Republicans were to take back 
the Senate and keep the House and 
somehow maybe win the presidency, to 
investigate this? 

I would be chairman of the sub- 
committee investigations, I'd have stronger 
subpoena power than I had as chairman of 
the floor committee. I’ve written more than 
50 oversight letters that have laid the foun- 
dation for these investigations, But right 
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now, under the current chairman, we're 
going to be holding hearings on the PGA- 
LIV merger on [July 11]. I love the game 
of golf, but it’s not what we ought to be 


focusing on, We ought to be focusing on 
our miserably failed response to Covid, 


TNA: So let's go to immigration. We've 
got chaos at the border. 

Johnson: We'd pretty well stopped un- 
accompanied children and family units, 
and we did that partly because of an 
Operation Safe Return that | worked on 
with [Senator] Kyrsten Sinema, that ac- 
tually morphed into Return to Mexico. 
We stopped the flow of unaccompanied 
children and family units, and we actually 
reduced the number of single adults cross- 
ing the border because we're serious about 
securing the border. 

We were getting close to completing the 
fence. And then Biden took office. Even 
during the presidential campaign, you had 
all the Democrat candidates saying they 
were going to offer free healthcare. So 
single adult illegal immigration was up 
even during the campaign, 

This is a massive problem that, once 
again, the complicit and corrupt media 
are not covering. And so you don’t have 
the public outrage that we should have in 
terms of the sex trafficking, the human 
trafficking, the drug trafficking with fen- 
tanyl, We've got a wide-open border. 


TNA: Is this administration intentionally 
creating chaos? 

Johnson: Yes. Well, what other goal do 
they have? They want to create millions 
of people that are going to reliably vote 
for Democrats, which is why they want 
mail-in voting, 


And they want everybody registered 
and they want to relax all controls on elec- 
tions. Democrats are serious about acquir- 
ing absolute power. 


TNA: You're a known Donald Trump sup- 
porter. What do you make of this latest in- 
dictment? 

Johnson: I've got a great deal of sympa- 
thy with what he’s gone through. Within 
two weeks in office, he had two phone 
calls with world leaders leaked to the 
media, Who could he trust as president? 
His administration? We obviously know 
the disloyalty of Colonel Vindman, which 
led to his impeachment, 

The Hillary Clinton campaign made 
up the whole Russian collusion hoax. So, 
I've got a great deal of sympathy for the 
position he must face in the media. They 
dropped all pretense of trying to be unbi- 
ased, Because this guy is such a danger 
to democracy, they said, we've got to do 
everything we can to destroy his presi- 
dency. And they had help from the James 


side the agencies, the FBI, and I would say 
the Department of Justice. We found that 
out with the 51 intelligence officials who 
signed the letter saying that the Hunter 
Biden laptop had all the earmarks of a 
Russian information operation, That was 
an information operation that we know 
generated by Antony Blinken of the 
Biden campaign, who lied to my inves- 
tigators, saying he never emailed Hunter 
Biden, We've got the emails now 

A Republican president has got many, 
many barriers, because they've got the 
Deep State working against them, whereas 
a Democrat pretty well has the Deep State 
working for them, 


TNA: What do you think of Trump’s claim 
that the election was stolen? 

Johnson: I have always said there were 
definite irregularities that we never got to 
the bottom of. 

But I don’t make any claims because 1 
just don’t have the hard evidence. I held 
the only hearing examining the irregu- 
larities of the 2020 election. I think the 
main problem is during Covid, you had 
the Baker-Carter Commission warning us 
that absentee balloting is the area of great- 
est concern. And of course, the Democrats 
push relaxing all the controls and we dou- 
bled absentee balloting. Gee, what could 
go wrong? And they've done nothing to 
restore confidence in the system, 

Now, in Wisconsin, we have more than 
1,800 election clerks, The vast majority are 
people of great integrity. They take election 
integrity very seriously. I don’t really ques- 
tion their integrity, but we've got a couple 
jurisdictions where we've got to watch them 
like hawks, And so, during the 2022 elec- 
tion, what Republicans did is mak 
had election workers filling all the shifts, 


sure we 


1 
like? 

Johnson: Voter ID is on the table, And by 
the way, 80 percent of Americans agree 
with that. They don’t want their legitimate 
vote canceled out by an illegitimate vote. 
We should all go back to paper ballots, We 
shouldn’t have any electronic voting. We 
‘want to make it easy to vote, but very dif- 
ficult or impossible to cheat. 


: What does a secure election look 


TNA: Do you support Trump, or would 
you prefer DeSantis? 

Johnson: I want somebody that can unify 
this country and heal it. We need some- 


“Venezuelans voted themselves into poverty. 


There’s nothing 


guaranteed about our liberty, our freedom, or our prosperity. 
We can fritter it all away. And | would argue that right now, 


we basically are.” 
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body unlike Biden, who in his inaugural 
speech said eight times that his number 
one goal is unifying. He has done the exact 


He is filling these agencies with radi- 
cal leftists, And the problem is then they 
burrow in, they get appointed as political 
appointees. So we need complete civil- 
service reform. We need to shrink the size 
of government so that we can shrink its 
influence in our lives. And we've got to 
reform our system so that we can weed out 
the bad actors, the partisans. 


TNA: What about gun rights? You have 
a good record on guns, Should we ban 
AR-15: 


No, The reason I’m a big Sec- 
ond Amendment supporter is that I realize 
the Second Amendment isn’t about hunt- 
ing, It’s about preventing tyranny, And we 
need to be concerned about tyranny right 
now. It’s also about personal protection. 
Who am I to tell a young woman who 
lives in a dangerous part of town that, no, 
you're going to be limited to three bullets 
ina clip? It’s not guns that kill people. It’s 
people that kill people. 

‘A much bigger problem that we're also 
not addressing is that, through our welfare 
state, we've done great harm to the nuclear 


ince the War on Poverty, poverty rates, 
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have pretty well flatlined at 15 percent. 
We've spent about 20-plus trillion dollars 
‘on the War on Poverty, and haven’t made a 
dent, I can’t get into the mind of a liberal. 
I don’t know why they want to control 
everybody else’s lives. I don’t know why 
they want to grow government. The War 
on Poverty has utterly failed. 


TNA: The answer is always more money. 

Across the board in Washington, 
D.C, I’ve never seen a problem where the 
answer wasn’t more spending. In the end, 
Americans bear the responsibility. They 
keep electing people that promise them 
benefits. And everybody likes the benefits 
Everybody loves the free money now. And 
very few people are actually looking at the 
true cost. For example, inflation. A dollar 
you held at the start of the Biden adminis- 
iration is worth 86 cents today. That hurts 
everybody. Inflation is a tax on everybody. 


TNA: Why should Americans be hopeful? 

‘America’s a great country, be- 
‘cause Americans are good people. We share 
the same goal. We want to save a prosperous, 
secure America. Unfortunately, we've got 
elements, primarily from the Left, that are 
purposely dividing us, That’s why the num- 
ber one goals for the next president should 
be to heal and unify this nation and keep us 
out of wars. Let’s get elected officials and 


leaders pointing out what we agree on, ac 
knowledging that Americans are good and 
that we're unified behind those goals, And 
then let's try and achieve those goals 


TNA: Are people getting wiser about 
what's going on? 

I think more people's eyes are 
opened up. I think the pandemic has cer- 
tainly done that. But corporate media, Big 
Tech, and social-media giants, they’re of 
the Left and they control the narrative. And 
‘we're fighting powerful forces here as con- 
servatives. 


TNA: Do you see a rising alternative 
media that perhaps can balance out the in- 
fluence of mainstream media? 

I think so many Americans have 
lost faith in these institutions, whether it’s, 
the FBI, or the Department of Justice, or 
the media, And they're seeking out alter- 
nate sources. | think that’s a good thing, as 
long as it’s not censored. | really appreci- 
ate what Elon Musk has done in terms of 
‘Twitter, opening up the files, showing the 
corruption and the government complicity 
in violating free speech. 


TNA: Senator Johnson, thank you so 
much for joining us. Good luck, and keep 
up the good work, 

Thank you for having me, Ml 
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REVIEWING 
THE COURT 


This year has seen several significant rulings by the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Here we take a look at a few of these cases. 


by Steve Byas 
he U.S, Supreme Court has issued 
Tr a series of important rulings in the 
first half of 2023. Included in this 
year’s decisions were cases involving af- 
firmative action for admission into Amer- 
ican colleges and universities, the Biden 
administration’s attempt to unilaterally 
forgive student loans, the right of a Chris- 
tian graphic artist to determine what type 
of artwork matched her religious beliefs, 
the authority of state legislatures to redraw 
the boundaries of congressional districts, 
and whether “transgender” individuals 
have protections under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). 
For those who favor fidelity to the Con- 
stitution, the rulings were a mixed bag. 
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But for those on the Left who have come 
to expect Supreme Court rulings that ad- 
vance their progressive agenda, any defeat 
before the High Court is a cause to con- 
demn not only the rulings, but the legiti- 
macy of the Court itself. 

Leading the attack upon the Supreme 
Court was President Joe Biden. “This is 
not a normal court,” Biden said, respond- 
ing to a question of whether the Supreme 
Court had become a “rogue court” after it 
decision striking down the use of race to 
determine admissions criteria to colleges 
and universities. 

Some on the Left have even advocated 
“packing” — increasing the number of 
justices on the Supreme Court to make the 
overall composition of the Court more lib- 
eral. Senator Edward Markey (D-Mass. 


recently sponsored legislation to expand 
the number of justices (nine since 1869) 
to 13. “Republicans have hijacked the 
confirmation process,” Markey said in 
a press release, so they could “roll back 
fundamental rights.” Biden, however, said 
court expansion would be a “mistake,” 
arguing that this would lead to increased 
“politicization” of the Court, noting that 
Republicans would do the same if they 
were to regain the presidency and both 
houses of Congress. 


The Role of the Federal Judiciary 

‘The Framers of the Constitution viewed 
the role of the courts, including the Su- 
preme Court, as applying the law to cases 
coming before them. However, the pow- 
ers and purposes of the federal judiciary 
are largely misunderstood today, even by 
many on the Right who express their dedi- 
cation to following the U.S. Constitution, 
Many view the Supreme Court as some 
sort of super-legislature that can make law 
on its own, or at least strike down laws it 
simply does not like. Some even mistak- 
enly believe that the original purpose of 
the Supreme Court was somehow modi- 
fied by Chief Justice John Marshall and 
the rest of the Supreme Court, when, in 
1803, they issued the famous decision of 
Marbury v. Madison, asserting the “power 
of judicial review.” 

‘The words “judicial review" are not 
found in Marbury v. Madison, and Mar- 
shall did not use the word “power” to de- 
scribe what the Court did, but rather said 
that it was the justices’ “duty” to follow 
the Constitution. “It is emphatically the 
province and duty of the judicial depart- 
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ment to say what the law is,” Marshall 
wrote in the opinion, Unfortunately, some 
have taken this to mean that Marshall and 
his fellow justices were arguing that they 
have a right to make law from the bench. 
Rather, they were simply stating the obvi 
ous — it was their duty to apply the Con- 
stitution and the laws of Congress to cases 
coming before their court. 

Alexander Hamilton argued that the 
federal judiciary was the “least danger- 
ous” branch, as it had “no influence over 
either the sword [the power of the executive 
branch] or the purse [the power of the leg- 
islative branch].” Instead, they could only 
issue a “judgment” in a case before them. 
They had no authority to make general 
laws, but only laws of the case before them. 

The reason rulings in cases that come 
before the Supreme Court are so impor- 
tant in our system is because of prece- 
dent. Once the Supreme Court has made 
aruling in a case, other judges are likely 
to follow that precedent in similar cases 
that come before them. The problem is 
that those on the Left tend to elevate such 
precedent to the level of the Constitution 
itself — at least in cases in which they 
agree with the ruling. But all judges, in- 
deed all public officials in the country, 
take an oath not to judicial rulings, but to 
the Constitution, 

‘As Marshall put it, “If, then, the courts 
are to regard the Constitution, and the 
Constitution is superior to any ordinary 
act of the legislature, the Constitution, 
and not such ordinary act, must govern 
the case to which they both apply.” 

Members of the Supreme Court should 
also regard the Constitution as superior to 
their own precedents. If a precedent is be- 
lieved by a justice of the Supreme Court 
to be in conflict with the Constitution, 
then that judge has a “duty,” in the words 
of Chief Justice Marshall, to follow the 
Constitution, and not an unconstitutional 
precedent. 


Ending Affirmative Action 

Following the Constitution rather than 
precedent is exactly what happened with 
the 2022 Dobbs ruling, which reversed the 
“precedent” of Roe v. Wade. This year, the 
case that has caused the most consterna- 
tion among the Left is the decision to 
strike down affirmative action in college 
admissions. Chief Justice John Roberts 
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wrote in the 6-3 decision that the affirma- 
tive action policies that were part of the 
admissions programs at Harvard Univer- 
sity and the University of North Carolina 
“lack sufficiently focused and measurable 
objectives warranting the use of race, un- 
avoidably employ race in a negative man- 
ner, involve racial stereotyping, and lack 
meaningful end points,” and that “those 
admissions programs cannot be reconciled 
with the guarantees of the Equal Protec- 
tion Clause.” 

Roberts added that universities have 
“coneluded, wrongly, that the touchstone 
of an individual’s identity is not challenges 
bested, skills built, or lessons learned but 
the color of their skin. Our constitutional 
istory does not tolerate that choice.” As- 
Justice Clarence Thomas zeroe: 
on the issue with laser-like clarity, writ- 
ing in a separate opinion that the decision 
“sees the universities admissions policies 
for what they are: rudderless, race-based 
preferences designed to ensure a particular 
racial mix in their entering classes.” 

Associate Justice Sonia Sotomayor dis- 
sented, and predictably cited precedent as 
her main legal argument, while adding a 


results-based “reasoning,” saying that the 
decision “rolls back decades of precedent 
and momentous progress.” The newest 
member of the court, Associate Justice 
Ketanji Brown Jackson, denounced the 
decision as a “tragedy.” She insisted that 
“deeming race irrelevant in law does not 
make it so in life.” 

The ethnic group that has arguably been 
hhurt the most by affirmative action is Amer- 
icans of Asian ancestry. Asian-Americans 
with higher scores on entrance exams are 
routinely passed over to make room for 
favored minority candidates. Without such 
race-based admissions policies as required 
by affirmative action, it is possible that a 
majority of the enrolling classes at Harvard 
and other Ivy League schools would be of 
Asian ancestry. 

The reality is that while affirmative 
action policies might help lower-income 
students get admitted to colleges, they do 
not help them to succeed once they are 
admitted if they are not qualified to do 
the work. On the other hand, because of 
“legacy” considerations, affirmative ac- 

ion policies rarely keep out students from 
elite and wealthy families. Ifa prospective 


Affirmative racism: Afficmative-action policies, while ostensibly designed to help minority students 
get into colleges, have had the opposite affect on Asians. Ending affirmative action will hopefully 
allow students to get into college based on merit rather than race. 
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student’s parents attended an Ivy League 
school such as Harvard or Yale, then that 
student is likely to be admitted as well, re- 
sulting in self-perpetuating elitism at these 
schools. Those most likely to be denied 
admission, besides Asian students, are 
middle-class and lower-income students 
of European ancestry, especially males, 

This explains why many Democratic 
politicians, such as former President 
Barack Obama, railed against the Court’s 
affirmative-action decision. Support for 
affirmative action appeals to black voters, 
or at least Democrats believe that it does. 
Obama issued a statement asserting that 
affirmative action policies “allowed gen- 
erations of students like Michelle and me 
to prove we belonged.” Obama, however, 
like most presidents, did not come from a 
lower-income background. 


Religious Liberty Victory 

Another Court decision that angered the 
progressive Left was that of 303 Cre- 
ative v. Elenis, in which the Court ruled 
in favor of a web designer, Lorie Smith, 
who refused to create a wedding site for 
a same-sex couple. Smith, a Christian, 
said that forcing her to do such creative 
work for something she considered sinful 
would violate her religious liberty. Justice 
Ketanji Brown Jackson dissented from the 
majority, saying the decision meant that “a 
particular kind of business, though open 
to the public, has a constitutional right to 
refuse to serve members of a protected 
class.” 

‘As could be expected, the mainstream 
media mischaracterized the issues in- 
volved in the case. CBS, for example, 
claimed that the Supreme Court had ruled 
in favor of a “Colorado web designer who 
said her religious beliefs prevent her from 
taking on same-sex couples as clients,” 
while CNN used the headline, “Supreme 
Court limits LGBTQ protections 

Smith, however, was not refusing to pro- 
vide a service to the homosexual couple 
because they were a homosexual couple. 
If they had needed creative work for, say, a 
plumbing business, she undoubtedly would 
have been willing to do that. What she ob- 
{jected to was being asked to promote a life- 
style with which she did not agree —in fact, 
alifestyle she considered to be a violation of 
the biblical injunction that sex should only 
be between a married man and woman, 
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Free expression: Lorie Smith, a Christian graphic artist and website designer, won a victory for 


religious liberty in the Supreme Court this term. 


Associate Justice Neil Gorsuch argued 
in the 303 Creative ruling, “All manner of 
speech — from ‘pictures, films, paintings, 
drawings, and engravings,’ to ‘oral utter- 
ance and the printed word’ — qualify for 
the First Amendment's protection; no less 
can hold true when it comes to speech like 
Mrs, Smith’s conveyed over the Internet.” 

‘Smith’s lawyer, Kristen Waggoner, cel- 
ebrated the decision: “The U.S. Supreme 
Court rightly reaffirmed that the govern- 
ment can’t force Americans to say things 
they don’t believe. The court reiterated 
that it’s unconstitutional for the state to 
eliminate from the public square ideas it 
dislikes, including the belief that marriage 
is the union of husband and wife.” 


Student-loan “Forgiveness” 

‘Two cases — Biden v. Nebraska and De- 
partment of Education v. Brown — well 
illustrate how willing Biden and his fellow 
progressives are to ignore the Constitution 
if they believe it will help them politically. 
‘The two cases involved Biden’s executive 
action to “forgive” student-loan debt, a 
total of $430 billion. By “forgiving” the 
student-loan debt of millions of borrow- 
ers who have not yet paid off their college 


loans, or at least part of the debt, Biden 
was probably hoping to gain their support 
in next year’s elections for president and 
Congress, 

Ofcourse, the debt is not really “forgiv- 
en,” It will still be paid. It is simply being 
shifted from the person who owes the 
debt to millions of Americans who either 
have already paid off their student loans 
or never went to college in the first place. 

Nineteenth-century political philoso- 
pher Frédéric Bastiat, in his book The 
Law, called this taking of money from one 
person, or a group of persons, and giving it 
to another person or persons “legal plun- 
der.” In other words, it is simply theft by 
another name. It is government doing the 
stealing for individuals. 

Chief Justice Roberts dismissed the 
Biden administration’s argument that the 
debt-forgiveness program was part of the 
government’s response to the Covid-19 
“national emergency.” Roberts said Biden 
could not legally take such action on his 
own via executive order, but that the pro- 
gram would require an act of Congress. 
“The plan has ‘modified’ the cited provi- 
sions only in the same sense that the French 
Revolution ‘modified’ the status of the 
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French nobility — it has abolished them 
and supplanted them with a new regime 
entirely. From a few narrowly delineated 
situations specified by Congress, the [edu- 
cation secretary] has expanded forgiveness 
to nearly every borrower in the country.” 

The Supreme Court had previously cur- 
tailed Biden’s unconstitutional efforts to 
legislate from the executive branch in cases 
involving pandemic-era eviction protec- 
tions for residential renters and the mandate 
for vaccinations for large businesses. 


Legislative Redistricting 
Unfortunately, the Supreme Court did not 
stand up for the Constitution in every case 
this term, One glaring example of a ruling 
that undercut the principle of federalism 
and the wording of the Constitution itself 
was the 6-3 decision on congressional 
redistricting in North Carolina, Tar Heel 
State Republicans had argued that state 
legislatures have the constitutional au- 
thority to make rules for federal elections, 
without interference by state courts, 
Article I of the Constitution states, “The 
times, places and manner of holding elec- 
tions for senators and representatives, 


shall be prescribed in each state by the leg- 
islature thereof; but the Congress may at 
any time by law make oralter such regula- 
tions, except to the choosing of senators 
In other words, itis up to the legislature 
of the state to draw congressional district 
boundaries, subject to any general laws 
passed by Congress (such as the require 
ment that the districts must be equal in 
population and be contiguous). Nothing in 
the Constitution hints that state courts can 
play any role whatsoever in this proces 
In the case known as Moore v: Harper, 
Roberts — joined by Associate Justices 
Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett 
and (of course) all three liberal justices — 
held that “state courts retain the author- 
ity to apply state constitutional restraints 
when the legislatures act under the power 
conferred upon them by the Elections 
Clause.” Roberts then added, predictably 
“But federal courts must not abandon their 
own duty to exercise judicial review.” 
Roberts did state, however, “Interpret- 
ing state law in this area, state courts may 
not so exceed the bounds of ordinary judi- 
cial review as to unconstitutionally intrude 
upon the role specifically reserved to state 


Class dismissed: In a victory for the doctrine of separation of powers, the Supreme Court 
tuled that President Biden does not possess the constitutional authority to enact a student loan 
forgiveness program on his own through executive action. 
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legislatures. 

The case had a twist in that after North 
Carolina House Speaker Tim Moore filed 
4 petition arguing that the Constitution is 
“crystal clear: State legislatures are re- 
sponsible for drawing congressional maps, 
not state-court judges,” the membership of 
the North Carolina Supreme Court flipped 
from Democrat to Republican, The new 
Republican majority decided to rehear 
the case — known in North Carolina as 
Harper v. Hall — and reversed the previ 
ous ruling. The new court held for Moore’s 
position that the legislature, known as the 
General Assembly, had sole authority over 
redistricting, arguing that the courts “are 
not intended to meddle in policy matters.” 

Justice Clarence Thomas wrote a dis- 
senting opinion that the case should have 
been dismissed as “indisputably moot.” 
Moot means that the case has already been 
resolved and any action by a court would 
change nothing. Thomas added, “By its 
own lights, the majority is acting not as 
a court organized under Article III of the 
Constitution but as an ad hoe branch of a 
state legislature, That is emphatically not 
our job,” Justices Neil Gorsuch and Sam- 
uel Alito joined Thomas in dissent. 

Finally, the Supreme Court declined to 
review a ruling by the Fourth U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals that held that people with 
“gender dysphoria” qualified as a protected 
class under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), This means that “transgender” 
and “nonbinary” individuals cannot be dis- 
criminated against on that basis, They must 
receive “reasonable accommodations” be- 
cause of their “disability.” The significance 
of this ruling is that it could be used to chal- 
lenge state legislation restricting access to 
“gender reassignment” surgeries. It could 
also be used as the basis to challenge laws 
barring biological males from participating 
in women’s or girls’ sports. Because of this, 
Alito said he considered the failure to hear 
the case “troubling.” 

At this point, however, because of the 
Court's decision not to hear the case, the 
ruling only affects those states in the Fourth 
Circuit— Maryland, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia, 

While Hamilton’s view that the courts 
are the “least dangerous branch” may be 
true, these cases illustrate that the federal 
judiciary can most assuredly pose serious 
challenges to our daily lives. ll 
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FOURTH-GENERATION FARMER 
BATTLES CARBON-CAPTURE LAND GRAB 


by Rebecca Terrell 


carly May, as he was planting alfalfa on his farm in Brown 
County, South Dakota, unwelcome fame came looking for 
him when his cellphone dinged. It was his wife, Tara, texting 
from home where she was recuperating after gallbladder surgery. 
ere you expecting anyone?” he remembers her asking, 
i,” was his perplexed response. She was puzzled, too, be- 
cause while she was in the shower, someone opened the front 
door of their home and yelled, “Hello!” She quickly got dressed 
and went downstairs. 

‘Two men had left the house and ventured over to the Bosslys* 
shop, where one of them stepped inside for several seconds. He 
then returned to the unmarked truck in which his companion was 
waiting, and they pulled away to head out onto the Bosslys” land, 

Tara drove into the field, where she found the men setting up a 
tripod. They identified themselves as land surveyors with Summit 
Carbon Solutions, a company planning the Midwest Carbon Ex- 
press, a 2,100-mile pipeline through five states, It is meant 
to shuttle carbon dioxide, captured from emissions of more 
than 30 ethanol plants throughout the Corn Belt and lique- 
fied into an extremely hazardous form. The reputed goal is, 
to reduce the region’s so-called carbon footprint, thereby 
supposedly saving Mother Earth from man-made eco-ca- 
tastrophe, 

However, pipeline companies have additional plans for 
the dangerous material. Its intended destination is North 
Dakota, where the liquid CO; will be buried underground 
or injected into depleted oil and gas wells to extract more 
hydrocarbon fuels from the earth — a process known as 
enhanced oil recovery (EOR). 

Two years ago, Summit began its campaign to obtain 
voluntary easements from landowners along the proposed 
pipeline path. Many of those private property owners are 
ranchers and farmers such as Bossly, himself a fourth-gen- 


J ared Bossly never wanted to be famous. But one morning in 
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eration steward of the land who is teaching his own children the 
art, science, and business of agriculture. 

Since the summer of 2021 when they began receiving letters 
from Summit, most farmers have refused requests for easements, 
pushing back against the pipelines in defense of their God-given 
and constitutionally protected rights. 

McPherson County farmer Mark Lapka told The New Ameri 
can that laying the pipeline will destroy valuable farmland in 
South Dakota. Not only will companies such as Summit wreck 
underground irrigation and drainage systems, they will also “strip 
the topsoil off of the entire 100-foot” easement, he explained. 
“We have pretty fragile soils where we are. We are not blessed 
with feet of black dirt; we're blessed with inches of black dirt. It’s, 
not very deep. When you disturb the soil like that you affect the 
productivity not only for a few years. You're talking a lifetime.” 

He said the same goes for the native grassland on which ranch- 
ers graze their herds. “Once you destroy that native vegetation, 
you never get it back.” 

Even if the soil were not damaged, these proposed easements 
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restrict use altogether. “You're not allowed 
to construct anything on top of that ease- 
ment, You're not allowed to plant trees on 
top of that easement. It really handcuffs 
your ability to do what you want to with 
your awn private property,” said Lapka. 

Regardless, Summit is threatening to 
use eminent domain to force landowners 
into involuntary compliance. It’s a partic- 
ularly insulting situation considering the 
company’s dubious foreign ties. In May, 
North Dakota state legislators asked the 
attorney general to investigate Summit’s 
investors, which include Chinese Com- 
munist Party-backed TPG Rise Climate, 
and the South Korean SK Group, which 
in recent years has pleaded guilty to de- 
frauding the U.S, Army and Department 
of Defense. Several of its high-ranking ex- 
ecutives were indicted in 2021 on charges 
of accounting fraud, illegal slush fund, and 
breach of trust. 

Nevertheless, Summit has gone to the 
extreme of filing more than 80 eminent- 
domain lawsuits against farmers who are 
standing their ground in opposition to 
what they call the company’s intimidation 
tactics. 


eich — 
FAMILY 
FREEDOM 


Meanwhile, state law allows anyone 
with an active Public Utilities Commis- 
sion application to survey private property 
without owner consent. Landowners are 
challenging the constitutionality of that 
Jaw, but in April, Judge Richard Sommers 
ofthe Eighth Circuit Court ruled that Sum- 
mit may continue surveying while litiga- 
tion plays out, 

That explains the surveyors who 
showed up, unannounced and uninvited, 
to the Bossly farm on May 3 


Who Owns This Land? 
‘As Tara confronted the men, she called 
Jared on speakerphone. He answered from 
his tractor about 10 miles away. Recount- 
ing the interaction for The New American, 
he said, “When I heard the name ‘Sum- 
mit,’ I told her, ‘If they are there to survey, 
the sheriff should be involved. I'll deal 
with this later." Then he hung up. The call 
lasted six seconds — as confirmed later 
by phone records —and Tara said that the 
surveyors left. 

But that was only the beginning of what 
has become a torturous saga for the Boss- 
lys, thrusting them into the national spot- 
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light. Later that day, a sheriff's detective 
showed up at Jared’s door to tell him that 
Summit had accused him of threatening to 
kill its erew, 

“They said 1 had threatened to shoot 
them,” he remembers. “I wasn't even 
there, The phone call was six seconds 
long, and I kept planting for four more 
hours.” 

Nevertheless, the company filed a re- 
straining order as well as a contempt 
charge — the latter for Jared supposedly 
preventing the surveyors from doing their 
job, So he found himself in a courthouse 
on May 31, defending against what he 
terms specious accusations of trespassers 
on his private property. 

Sommers denied both of Summit's 
claims against Jared. However, according 
to one of the many landowners present 
in support of the Bosslys, the judge also 
refused to hear any evidence against the 
company in relation to false allegations or 
trespassing, 

The farmer, whose name is withheld for 
privacy, said that day’s win was empty. 
“The judge said right off the bat that he 
wasn’t going to hold Jared in contempt for 
his threat,” he told The New American, “So 
the judge seemed to accept that it [a threat] 
happened, without seeing any evidence.” 

Moreover, “the judge refused to get to 
the heart of the issue: the fact that Sum- 
mit lied about Jared, and that they com- 
mitted breaking and entering, Summit and 
its surveyors are the ones who should be 
charged with crimes, but they got off.” 

Things did not end there, After throw- 
ing out the charges, the judge then turned 
on the other taxpaying citizens. “He 
‘warned all us landowners in the room not 
to impede his order to allow the surveys 
to continue, or there will be sanctions,” 
the farmer continued. “Why are the land- 
owners getting lectured, and not Summit? 
Now we landowners are left with having 
to deal with Summit, which is allowed to 
break laws without being held to account.” 

Worse yet, since the Bosslys” encounter 
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with the Summit crew, the com- 
pany has hired armed security 
guards to accompany surveyors 
as they inspect private property 
without owners’ permission. An- 
other farmer, Freddie Robinson, 
spoke before a Brown County 
commission meeting in late May 
about his safety concerns: 


Why do they have armed peo- 
ple standing in the middle of 
the road with guns so people 
can’t go on their own proper- 
ty? I served 32 years in foreign 
countries so that would not hap- 
pen in America. | understand 
that when a car comes down 
the road, this bunch of mafia, 
or whatever they are, with 
guns, unsnap their guns and put 
their hands on their guns. This 
is America! That crap should 
not be happening here. It’s al- 
most like we're turning into a 
‘Communist country. 


Tara is frightened to be home alone, says 
Jared, and even though he narrowly missed 
fines and/or imprisonment for Summit's 
claims, he is still embroiled in one of the 
company’s eminent-domain lawsuits. 

To help the family with associated 
costs, Jared’s younger brother, Matthew, 
launched a GiveSendGo fundraiser, In it 
he tells the story of the Bossly Ranch, es- 
tablished in 1907, where the family raises 
“corn, soybeans, alfalfa and other forage 
crops to support their cow-calf operation,” 
and where Jared and Tara had hoped to 
carry on a family tradition, watching their 
son and daughter expand operations in 
years to come. 

The pipeline threatens to disrupt plans 
like these for hundreds of landowners, 
and despite Summit's attempts to invoke 
eminent domain (historically reserved 
for matters of public necessity), Mat- 
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Fundamental rights ignored: The Bossly kids are fifth-generation 
family ranchers whose future is threatened by pipelines that will, 
ironically, capture plant food (carbon dioxide) and store it deep 
underground to solve a climate crisis that does not exist. 


thew notes that “there is no public need 
or benefit” in burying carbon dioxide un- 
derground, He credits Summit's pursuit of 
pipeline dreams to “federal subsidies that 
have been approved because of the Green 
New Deal Agenda.” 


Technological Farce 
Indeed, carbon-capture technology would 
not exist without government handouts. 
The Department of Transportation’s Pipe- 
line and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad- 
ministration has been regulating CO, pipe- 
lines since 1991, yet the country has only 
5,000 miles installed. The lack of private 
investment over the past 30 years indicates 
carbon capture’s worth 

However, in pursuit of net-zero- 
by-2050 goals, the Biden administration 
is ramping up funding. The 2021 infra- 
structure bill included $2.1 billion in low- 
interest loans for CO; pipeline expansion, 


over and above the $7 billion al- 
lotted to development of related 
technologies. 

‘Companies can also take ad- 
vantage of the 45Q tax credit, 
which incentivizes carbon cap- 
ture with between $35 and $85 
per ton of CO;, depending on the 
technology employed and wheth- 
er enhanced oil recovery is part 
of the mix. 

To add insult to injury, car 
bon-capture technologies are 
notoriously ineffective and outra- 
geously expensive, For example, 
a reputed flagship project at the 
Petra Nova plant in Texas fell so 
far short of its carbon-capture 
goals that operators shuttered it in 
2020 after fewer than four years 
of operation — but not before it 
cost taxpayers billions. 

Black Hills Energy in Wyo- 
ming determined that outfitting 
two existing coal plants would 
ring up to “three times the capi- 
tal cost expended to build the 
plants,” according to Steve Goreham of 
the Institute for Energy Research. 

Carbon capture never got off the ground 
at Mississippi’s Kemper County power 
plant, either. Though the federal govern- 
ment generously subsidized it, develop- 
ers canceled the project after construction 
time nearly doubled and expenses more 
than tripled over original projections. An- 
other $1 billion in taxpayer funds wasted. 

Robert Bryce of the Manhattan Insti- 
tute offered perhaps the most convine- 
ing argument against carbon capture. In 
a 2018 op-ed for The Hill, he pointed 
out that “disposing of just 10 percent of 
global carbon dioxide emissions ... would 
require building an industry as large and 
sophisticated as the global oil sector — in 
reverse.” 

And despite its name, carbon capture is, 
actually net-carbon additive, Renewable 
energy equipment manufacturer Clime- 
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works AG reports that the energy 
consumption for one of their lat- 
est machines is approximately 
2,650 kilowatt-hours per metric 
ton captured. To generate that 
energy, a coal power plant emits 
2.4 metric tons of COs, for a net 
addition of 1.4 metric tons. 
Natural-gas plants fare slightly 
better but are still net additive, 
They emit 1.5 metric tons of COz 
for every one ton that Clime- 
works AG captures, 
Boondoggles such as these are 
why even radical environmen- 
talists acknowledge carbon cap- 
ture to be a farce. Former U.S. 
Vice President Al Gore called it 
“nonsense” and “an extremely 
improbable solution” during an 
interview with Axios at a 2018 
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Boondoggle posterchild: Planned with state-of-the-art carbon-capture 
technology, Mississippi's Kemper County power plant cost ratepayers 
billions before state regulators pulled the plug on the expensive and 


But that’s not all. The 
pipelines forward yet another 
‘Agenda 2030 goal: elimina- 
tion of private property own- 
ership, or in the Orwellian 
language of the document, 
“equal access to land.” Re- 
member that the World Eco- 
nomic Forum’s video “8 
Predictions for the World 
in 2030” promises that we 
will “own nothing” and “be 
happy.” 

It’s nothing new; land 
rights have been in the 
Deep State’s crosshairs for 
decades, The group Demo- 
crats Against UN Agenda 21 
wrote in 2012: 


In a nutshell, the plan 
calls for governments 


United Nations conference on 
imate change. 
So, if carbon neutrality isn’t 
the true goal, what is the real objective? 


useless project. 


Agenda 2030 

“America’s farmers are on the front lines of the ground war” to 
reorganize private property under the United Nations’ Agenda 
2030 program, says Tom DeWeese, president of the American 
Policy Center and National Council member of The John Birch 
Society. He has visited all Corn Belt states to give farmers the 
information and tools they need to fight this battle for funda- 
mental freedoms. 

Agenda 2030 is the latest iteration of the document known as 
Agenda 21, signed by 50,000 delegates to the UN’s 1992 Earth 
Summit. DeWeese told The New American that UN officials 
dubbed it a “comprehensive blueprint for the reorganization of 
human society.” 

The UN-approved book 4genda 21: The Earth Summit Strat- 
egy to Save Our Planet explains that “effective execution of 
Agenda 21 will require a profound reorientation of all human 
society, unlike anything the world has ever experienced.” 

Food insecurity and shortages are key to the plan and a com- 
mon tactic, as evidenced by deadly famines imposed by com- 
munist dictatorships throughout history: Ukraine under Stalin, 
China under Mao Zedong, Cambodia under Pol Pot, and Ethio- 
pia under Mengistu, 

So it fits perfectly into Agenda 2030 plans for the federal gov- 
emment to gobble up valuable farmland in its ongoing efforts to 
supposedly solve a crisis that does not exist. 
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to take control of all 
land use and not leave 
any of the decision making in the hands of private property 
owners. It is assumed that people are not good stewards of 
their land and the government will do a better job if [it is] 
in control. 


Even before Agenda 21 burst on the scene, internationalists 
were planning government land grabs in the name of so-called 
sustainability. “Land ... cannot be treated as an ordinary asset, 
controlled by individuals and subject to the pressures and inef- 
ficiencies of the market,” reads the Action Plan of a 1976 UN 
Conference in Vancouver. “Private land ownership ... contrib- 
utes to social injustice.” 


The Solution 
In his speaking tours throughout the affected states, DeWeese 
has been exposing these internationalist schemes and offering 
solutions. His advice is to enact local ordinances that protect 
property rights from pipeline (or other) incursion, and he calls 
‘on sheriffs to exercise their duty to enforce property-right laws. 
Further information and tools to help property owners is avail- 
able from The John Birch Society at JBS.org/agenda2030/, The 
Action Items “Stop Agenda 2030” and “War on Farmers” will 
equip anyone affected. Of course, that means everyone, because 
Agenda 2030 calls for confiscation of all private property. Today, 
it’s the farmers in our vital Corn Belt. Tomorrow, it could be you. 
“Ifour property rights aren’t safe,” Jared Bossly warns, “none 
of our rights are safe.” Ml 
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Freedom Index 


The Freedom Index 


A Congressional Scorecard Based on the U.S. Constitution 


Our first look at the 118th Congress shows 
how every member of the House and Sen- 
ate voted on key issues such as the bipar- 
tisan debt-limit deal, ending the Covid 
national emergency, and ESG. 


House Vote Descriptions 


Forced Vaccinations. H.R. 497, 

the “Freedom for Health Care Work- 
ers Act,” would eliminate the Health and 
Human Services (HHS) Covid-19 vaccine 
mandate on healthcare providers furnish- 
ing items and services in Medicare- and 
Medicaid-certified facilities. It would also 
prohibit HHS from publishing any sub- 
stantially similar rule. 

‘The House passed H.R. 497 on Jan- 
uary 31, 2023 by a vote of 227 to 203 
(Roll Call 98). We have assigned pluses 
to the yeas because an executive branch 
agency, such as HHS, has no lawmaking 
power according to Article 1, Section 1 
of the Constitution, and therefore cannot 
impose vaccine mandates via executive 
decree, Even with an act of Congress, 


Terminate Covid-19 National 


Government's prerogative? How free are we when government officials can dictate what we 
must put into our bodies? The House championed freedom of choice in medical therapy by voting 
to end an HHS-imposed Covid vaccine mandate. 


‘The House passed H. J. Res. 7 on Feb- 


Covid-19 vaccine mandates would still 
be unconstitutional due to the lack of 
constitutional authority for Congress to 
pass a law mandating what you must put 
into your body. 


Emergency. According to H. J. Res. 
7, “the national [Covid-19] emergency de- 
clared by the finding of the President on 
March 13, 2020, in Proclamation 9994 
is hereby terminated.” 


ruary 1, 2023 by a vote of 229 to 197 
(Roll Call 104). We have assigned pluses 
to the yeas because it is unconstitutional 
to suspend the Constitution by declaring 


About This Index 


(a4 he Freedom Index: A Congressional Scorecard Based 
on the U.S. Constitution” rates members of Congress 


based on their adherence to constitutional principles 
of limited government, fiscal responsibility, national sovereignty, 
and a traditional foreign policy of avoiding foreign entanglements, 
To lear how any representative or senator voted on the key mea 
sures described herein, look him or her up in the vote charts. 

The scores are derived by dividing a congressman’s consti- 
tutional votes (pluses) by the total number he cast (pluses and 
minuses) and multiplying by 100, The average House score for 
this index is 39 percent (68 percent for the Republicans and 
eight percent for the Democrats), and the average Senate score 
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national public-health emergencies 


is 40 percent (71 percent for the Republicans and eight percent 
for the Democrats), Twenty-one representatives and three sena- 
tors earned 100 percent. We encourage readers to examine how 
their own legislators voted on each of the 10 key measures. We 
also encourage readers to commend legislators for their consti- 
tutional votes, and to urge improvement where needed. 

This is our first index for the 118th Congress, which began on 
January 3 of this year, An online version of the “Freedom Index” 
is also available (click on “Freedom Index” at TheNewAmeri- 
can,com), as are Congressional Scorecards on individual mem- 
bers of the House and Senate and Legislative Scorecards on 
state legislators (see ad on page 38). I 
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Freedom Index 


Noncitizen Voting in Washing- 

ton, D.C. H. J. Res. 24 would nul- 
lify the Local Resident Voting Rights 
Amendment Act of 2022, enacted by 
the Council of the District of Columbia, 
which allows noncitizens — including il- 
legal aliens — to vote in local elections 
beginning in 2024. 

‘The House passed H. J. Res. 24 on 
February 9, 2023 by a vote of 260 to 162 
(Roll Call 118). We have assigned pluses 
to the yeas because the right to vote and 
choose representatives in America is re- 
tained solely by citizens of the United 
States, who, owing true faith and alle- 
giance to the Constitution, are not sub- 
ject to any foreign power. According to 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 17 of the 
Constitution, Congress is granted the au- 
thority to “exercise exclusive legislation 
in all cases whatsoever” involving Wash- 
ington, D.C. 


ESG Fiduciary Rule. H. J. Res. 30 

would reverse the December 2022 
Labor Department rule modifying stan- 
dards under the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act to allow retirement- 
plan fiduciaries to consider environmen- 
tal, social, and governance (ESG) fac- 
tors in making investment decisions and 
exercising shareholder rights, including 
when voting on shareholder resolutions 
and board nominations. 

‘The House passed H. J. Res. 30 on 
February 28, 2023 by a vote of 216 to 
204 (Roll Call 124). We have assigned 
pluses to the yeas because “woke” ESG 
policies, which corporations and govern- 
ments are increasingly embracing, are 
aligned with the United Nations’ Agenda 
2030. The UN's Agenda 2030 is inher- 
ently contrary to the Constitution, and 
ESG promotes leftist policies including 
radical environmentalism, gun control, 
and the LGBT agenda. Plus, the U.S. 
Constitution does not authorize the fed- 
eral government to regulate retirement 
plans. 


U.S. Military in Syria. H. Con. 

Res, 21 would direct the president 

to remove U.S. armed forces from Syria 

within 180 days of the adoption of the 
resolution. 

‘The House rejected the resolution on 

March 8, 2023 by a vote of 103 to 321 


0 


(Roll Call 136). We have assigned pluses 
to the yeas because the military interven- 
tion in Syria was initiated by the presi 
dent without congressional approval, 
despite the fact that the power to declare 
war belongs to Congress. 


Federal Water Rule. H. J. Res. 27 

would disapprove of a rule submit- 
ted by the Department of the Army, Corps 
of Engineers, Department of Defense, 
and Environmental Protection Agency 
on January 18, 2023 that again revises the 
definition of the “Waters of the United 
States.” During House debate on the bill, 
Representative Tracey Mann (R-Kan.) 
declared, “Agricultural producers have 
been forced to operate their businesses 
under three different definitions of water 
in the last 10 years, and this most recent 
rule removes long-standing bipartisan ex- 
emptions for common water features like 
ponds and streams found on family farms 
and other private property. With this vote, 
Congress has a golden opportunity to 
stand up not only for people who feed, 
fuel, and clothe us all, but also for all 
‘Americans whose businesses and private 
lives will be affected by this Big Govern- 
ment encroachment onto their property.” 


S01 PoductensGattylmagasPhs 


The House passed H. J. Res. 27 on 
March 9, 2023 by a vote of 227 to 198 
(Roll Call 142), We have assigned pluses 
to the yeas because both federal water 
regulations and the EPA are unconstitu- 
tional, and if the latest Biden administra- 
tion rule were allowed to stand, activities 
such as farming and real estate develop- 
ment would be greatly hampered, since 
farmers and developers would be subject 
to increased unconstitutional permit re- 
quirements and fines concerning their 
treatment of almost any body of water, 
no matter how small, 


ASEAN Relations. H.R. 406 would 
extend provisions of the Interna 
tional Organizations Immunities Act of 
1945 to the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). If enacted, the 
United States would formally recognize 
ASEAN as an international organization, 
providing for a permanent ASEAN mis- 
sion to the United States with the same 
diplomatic immunities and privileges en- 
joyed by other foreign embassies 
The House passed H.R. 406 on March 
23, 2023 by a vote of 338 to 33 (Roll Call 
148). We have assigned pluses to the nays 
because ASEAN is a political and eco- 


Exercising the franchise: Voting is one of the great responsibilities of citizenship. The Council of 
the District of Columbia undermined this responsibilty by extending it to noncitizens, 
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sovereign nation. Providing a permanent 
ASEAN mission in the United States 
with the same privileges and immunities 
as embassies further accelerates global- 
ist designs of collectivizing nations into 
regional unions rather than dealing with 
them as individual sovereign states, Fur- 
thermore, two of the 10 member-states 
that comprise ASEAN officially have 
Marxist-Lenit governments: the So- 
cialist Republic of Vietnam and the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic. This res- 
olution expands U.S. relations with the 
communist regimes that oppress those 
two nations and that heavily influence 
the policies of the ASEAN union, 


Q Terminating Department of 

Education. During consideration 
of an education-policy bill (H.R. 5), 
Representative Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) 
offered an amendment to express the 
sense of Congress that the authority of 
the Department of Education “to oper 
ate or administer any office or program 
related to elementary or secondary edu- 
cation should be terminated on or before 
December 31, 2023.” 

The House rejected Massie’s amend- 
ment on March 24, 2023 by a vote of 161 
to 265 (Roll Call 156). We have assigned 
pluses to the yeas because education is 
not the role of government, let alone 
among the limited and specified pow- 
ers enumerated for Congress in Article 
1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution, A 
child’s education is the responsibility of, 
as well as a fundamental right of choice 
retained by, his or her parents. Forcing 
American citizens to furnish taxpayer 
money for a compulsory, failing, and 
government-run K-12 school system vi 
lates their individual liberties. 


ederal Air-pollutants Law. 
During consideration of an energy 

and permitting package (H.R. 1), Rep- 
resentative Scott Perry (R-Pa.) offered 
an amendment to repeal Section 115 of 
the Clean Air Act, which allows the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency to im- 
pose emissions-reduction requirements 
on state governors if an “international 
agency” or the Department of State de- 
termines that “pollutants” emitted in the 
United States “endanger public health or 
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Targeted for destruction? Ratcheting up emissions-reduction regulations under the guise of 
fighting pollution would greatly harm the energy sector. 


welfare in a foreign country. 

The House rejected Perry’s amend- 
ment on March 29, 2023 by a vote of 
96 to 336 (Roll Call 173). We have as- 
signed pluses to the yeas because Sec- 
tion 115 of the Clean Air Act has for 
decades served to disguise the federal 
government's unconstitutional seizure 
of control over the domestic energy sec- 
tor —a plan designed to not only erode 
state sovereignty, but implement United 
Nations-led global “climate change” 
policy, The 10th Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution clearly reserves any 
such regulatory powers to the “States 
respectively, or to the people,” as op- 
posed to unelected, unaccountable for- 
eign bureaucrats. 


4 (Bipartisan Debt-limit Deal. 

H.R, 3746, titled the Fiscal Re- 
sponsibility Act of 2023, would sus- 
pend the debt limit through January 1, 
2025 and create caps on “discretionary” 
spending for fiscal years 2024 and 2025. 
In fiscal 2024, defense spending would 
increase three percent, to $886.4 billion, 
and nondefense spending would decrease 
five percent, to $703.7 billion; both limits 
would increase by one percent for fiscal 
2025. Among multiple other provisions, 


H.R. 3746 would provide $44.8 billion 
for the veterans’ toxic exposure fund and 
$22 billion for a Commerce Department 
fund, rescind $27.7 billion in unspent 
federal Covid-related funds, rescind $1.4 
billion of the $79.3 billion provided in 
2022 for IRS enforcement, enact time 
limits on environmental reviews under 
the National Environmental Policy Act, 
and raises the age of SNAP work require- 
ments for able-bodied individuals to 5: 
while exempting certain other groups. 
Furthermore, the bill requires discretion 
ary spending to decrease by one percent 
if Congress fails to enact on-time ap- 
propriations legislation for fiscal years 
2024 and 2025. In an April 28, 2023 
op-ed opposing a previous iteration of 
the bill, Representative Andy Biggs (R- 
Ariz.) stated, “Going off the cliff at the 
Republicans’ 60-mph or the Democrats’ 
80-mph results in the same thing: A hor- 
rific crash.” 

The House passed H.R, 3746 on May 
31, 2023 by a vote of 314 to 177 (Roll 
Call 243). We have assigned pluses to the 
nays because continuing reckless spend- 
ing and debt accumulation will result in 
economic catastrophe, and most federal 
spending is for programs not authorized 
by the Constitution, ll 
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Senate Vote Descriptions 


ESG Fiduciary Rule. H. J. Res. 30 
would reverse the December 2022 
Labor Department rule modifying stan- 
dards under the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act to allow retirement- 
plan fiduciaries to consider environmen- 
tal, social, and governance (ESG) factors 
in making investment decisions and exer- 
cising shareholder rights, including when 
voting on shareholder resolutions and 
board nominations. 
‘The Senate passed H. J. Res. 30 on March 
1, 2023 by a vote of 50 to 46 (Roll Call 35), 
We have assigned pluses to the yeas because 
“woke” ESG policies, which corporations 
and governments are increasingly embrac- 
ing, are aligned with the United Nations’ 
Agenda 2030. The UN’s Agenda 2030 is 
inherently contrary to the Constitution, and 
ESG promotes lefiist policies including rad- 
ical environmentalism, gun control, and the 
LGBT agenda. Plus, the U.S. Constitution 
does not authorize the federal government 
to regulate retirement plans. 


2001 AUMF Repeal. During con- 

sideration of the bill (S. 316) to repeal 
the 1991 and 2002 authorizations for the 
use of military force against Iraq, Senator 
Rand Paul (R-Ky,) offered an amendment 
to repeal the 2001 Authorization for Use of 
Military Force. Enacted in the wake of the 
9/11 terrorist attacks, the 2001 AUMF au- 
thorized the president to use military force 
against the terrorists involved, including 
those who aided and harbored them, and 
was used as the legal authority for U.S. mil- 
itary entry into Afghanistan. But that was 
more than 20 years ago. Since that time, the 
2001 AUME has been used by presidents as 
a blank check for military interventions in 
more than 20 countries, from Afghanistan 
to Libya, Somalia, and Yemen. 

The Senate rejected Paul’s amendment 
on March 22, 2023 by a vote of 9 to 86 
(Roll Call 65). We have assigned pluses to 
the yeas because the Constitution does not 
give the president a blank check to go to 
war without congressional approval. 


WHO Pandemic Treaty. During 
consideration of the bill to repeal 
the authorizations for the use of military 
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healthcare system if internationalists get their way. 


force against Iraq (S. 316), Senator Ron 
Johnson (R-Wis.) introduced an amend- 
ment that would require any convention 
or agreement about pandemic preven- 
tion, preparedness, and response reached 
by either the World Health Assembly or 
the International Negotiating Body of the 
World Health Organization (WHO) to be 
deemed as “a treaty that is subject to the 
requirements of article Il, section 2, clause 
2of the Constitution of the United States,” 
according to the text of the amendment. 
‘The Senate rejected Johnson’s amend- 
ment on March 28, 2023 by a vote of 47 to 
49 (Roll Call 71). We have assigned pluses 
to the yeas because in recent decades both 
the Executive Branch and Congress have 
regularly skirted the constitutional require 
ment in Article Il, Section 2 of the U.S. 
Constitution that treaties have to be made 
with the “Advice and Consent of the Sen- 
ate ... provided two thirds of the Senators 
present concur.” Instead of recognizing 
agreements as treaties, they unconstitution- 
ally designate them as “executive agree- 


Global health governance? The World Health Organization could become the seat of a global 


ments,” thereby enabling the president and 
Congress to avoid seeking the advice and 
consent of the Senate and pass them by a 
simple majority of the House and Senate, 
rather than the more rigorous threshold of 
two-thirds of the senators present, 


Federal Water Rule. H. J. Res. 27 

would disapprove of a rule submit- 
ted by the Department of the Army, Corps 
of Engineers, Department of Defense, and 
Environmental Protection Agency on Janu- 
ary 18, 2023 that again revises the definition 
of the “Waters of the United States.” Dur- 
ing House debate on the bill, Representative 
Tracey Mann (R-Kan.) declared, “Agricul- 
tural producers have been forced to operate 
their businesses under three different defini- 
tions of water in the last 10 years, and this 
‘most recent rule removes long-standing bi- 
partisan exemptions for common water fea- 
tures like ponds and streams found on family 
farms and other private property, With this 
vote, Congress has a golden opportunity to 
stand up not only for people who feed, fuel, 
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and clothe us all, but also for all Americans 
whose businesses and private lives will be 
affected by this Big Government encroach- 
‘ment onto their property.” 

The Senate passed H. J. Res. 27 on 
March 29, 2023 by a vote of 53 to 43 
(Roll Call 79). We have assigned pluses 
to the yeas because both federal water 
regulations and the EPA are unconstitu- 
tional, and if the latest Biden administra- 
tion rule were allowed to stand, activities 
such as farming and real estate develop- 
ment would be greatly hampered, since 
farmers and developers would be subject 
to increased unconstitutional permit re- 
quirements and fines concerning their 
treatment of almost any body of water, 
no matter how small 


Terminate Covid-19 National 

Emergency. According to H. J. Res. 
7, “the national [Covid-19] emergency de- 
clared by the finding of the President on 
March 13, 2020, in Proclamation 9994 ... 
is hereby terminated.” 

‘The Senate passed H. J. Res. 7 on March 
29, 2023 by a vote of 68 to 23 (Roll Call 
80). We have assigned pluses to the yeas 
because it is unconstitutional to suspend 
the Constitution by declaring national 
public-health emergencies. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


Abortion. Ss. J. Res. 10 would reverse 

the September 2022 Department of 
Veterans Affairs rule allowing medical 
benefit coverage for abortion counseling 
and procedures. This rule overturned long- 
standing VA regulations excluding abor- 
tion from its coverage. 

‘The Senate rejected S. J. Res. 10 on 
April 19, 2023 by a vote of 48 to 51 (Roll 
Call 90). We have assigned pluses to the 
yeas because taxpayers should not be re- 
quired to subsidize abortion services. The 
Declaration of Independence affirms the 
right to life as the most fundamental, God- 
given, and inherent right, which is further 
protected by the Fifth and 14th Amend- 
ments of the U.S. Constitution. 


Federal Firefighter Grants. s. 870 
would authorize $95 million annually 
through fiscal 2030 for the U.S. Fire Admin- 
istration, increasing the agency's funding 
levels by 24 percent. Among other provi- 
sions, S. 870 would authorize $3.4 million to 
create standards for assessing new firefight- 
ing technologies, reauthorize through fiscal 
2030 two Federal Emergency Management 
Agency grant programs assisting local fire 
departments, and ban Chinese entities from 
receiving any of these funds, 
‘The Senate passed S. 870 on April 20, 


2023 by a vote of 95 to 2 (Roll Call 94). We 
have assigned pluses to the nays because 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution 
does not authorize any federal spending 
for firefighting. Furthermore, the strings 
that come attached to grants for local fire 
departments move the United States closer 
to federalizing firefighting. 


Equal Rights Amendment. This res- 
olution (S. J. Res 4) purports that the 
Equal Rights Amendment “is valid to all 
intents and purposes as part of the Constitu- 
tion, having been ratified by the legislatures 
of three-fourths of the several States.” 
‘The Senate did not vote directly on S. J. 
Res. 4, but on a motion to invoke cloture 
(and thus limit debate) so the bill could 
be voted on. The motion to invoke cloture 
was rejected on April 27, 2023 by a vote 
of 51 to 47 (Roll Call 99; a three-fifths 
majority of the entire Senate is required to 
invoke cloture). We have assigned pluses 
to the nays because the claim that the ERA 
isa “valid ... part of the Constitution” is 
a sham, When Congress submitted the 
ERA to the states for ratification in 1972, 
it set a seven-year ratification period that 
ended on March 22, 1979, During that pe- 
iod, 35 states ratified the ERA, but four 
of those states reconsidered and rescinded 
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their ratifi ions. This left the ERA seven 
states short of the three-fourths majority 
(38 states) needed to become part of the 
Constitution, Prior to the deadline, when 
it became apparent the 38-state threshold 
would not be reached, Congress extended 
the deadline to June 30, 1982. This legally 
dubious extension caused a fifth state to 
rescind, and during the extension period 
no new states ratified. In recent years, 
three new states have ratified the ERA. 
But to claim that this makes the ERA part 
of the Constitution is to ignore the long- 
expired deadlines, as well as the five states 
that rescinded. 


Spending Reductions. During con- 

sideration of the bipartisan debt-limit 
deal (H.R. 3746), Senator Rand Paul (R- 
Ky.) offered a substitute amendment to in- 
crease the debt limit by $500 billion (rather 
than suspend the limit through January 1, 
2025) and limit federal outlays to $4.8 tril- 
lion for fiscal 2024, decreasing this limit an- 
nually by five percent through fiscal 2028, 
at $3.9 trillion, Among other provisio 
Paul's amendment would require the Off 


of Management and Budget to report annu- 
ally whether actual outlays exceeded these 
limits and, if so, require the president to 
issue a sequestration order to cut spending 
by the same amount as the excess spending, 

The Senate rejected Paul’s amendment 
‘on June 1, 2023 by a vote of 21 to 75 (Roll 
“all 136). We have assigned pluses to the 
yeas because runaway, deficit-laden feder- 
al spending, most of which is unconstitu- 
tional, must be brought under control, and 
Paul’s proposal would have been a step in 
the right direction 


1 Bipartisan Debt-limit Deal. H.R. 

3746, titled the Fiscal Responsibility 
Act of 2023, would suspend the debt limit 
through January 1, 2025 and create caps on 
“discretionary” spending for fiscal years 
2024 and 2025. In fiscal 2024, defense 
spending would increase three percent, to 
$886.4 billion, and nondefense spending 
would decrease five percent, to $703.7 bil- 
lion; both limits would increase by one per- 
cent for fiscal 2025. Among multiple other 
provisions, H.R. 3746 would provide $44.8 
billion for the veterans’ toxic exposure fund 


and $22 billion for a Commerce Depart- 
‘ment fund, rescind $27.7 billion in unspent 
federal Covid-related funds, rescind $1.4 
billion of the $79.3 billion provided in 2022 
for IRS enforcement, enact time limits on 
environmental reviews under the National 
Environmental Policy Act, and raises the 
age of SNAP work requirements for able- 
bodied individuals to 55 while exempting 
certain other groups. Furthermore, the bill 
requires discretionary spending to decrease 
by one percent if Congress fails to enact on- 
time appropriations legislation for fiscal 
years 2024 and 2025. In an April 28, 2023 
op-ed opposing a previous iteration of the 
bill, Representative Andy Biggs (R-Ariz.) 
stated, “Going off the cliff at the Repub- 
licans’ 60-mph or the Democrats’ 80-mph 
results in the same thing: A horrific crash.” 

The Senate passed H.R. 3746 on June 
1, 2023 by a vote of 63 to 36 (Roll Call 
146). We have assigned pluses to the 
nays because continuing reckless spend- 
ing and debt accumulation will result in 
economic catastrophe, and most federal 
spending is for programs not authorized 
by the Constitution, ll 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


#KindnessMatters 


When the people of Amarillo, Texas, 
learned that a young boy was being bul- 
lied and was in desperate need of friends, 
they stepped up in a big way. 

Shayden Walker rang the doorbell of his, 
neighbor, Brennan Ray, on July 6 with a 
strange request: “Hi. I just wanted to see if 
you knew any kids around like, 11 or 12, 
maybe, because I need some friends. Like, 
really bad.” 

When Ray suggested a nearby home 
where children Walker’s age lived, Walker 
said he was not friends with the kids in 
that house because they bullied him. 

Walker retuned home that day with as- 
surances from Ray that he would say hello 
when he saw Walker in the neighborhood, 
but Ray wanted to do more. 

Ray posted a video of his encounter 
with Shayden, captured by his doorbell 
camera, on TikTok that same day hop- 
ing to bring attention to bullying, and it 
quickly went viral, Within just three days, 
itreceived more than 61 million views, the 
New York Post reported. 

“It takes 2 seconds to make someone’s 
day, you never know what people are 
going through until you get a chance to 
talk to them. This young man is well man- 
nered, kind, and brave,” Ray wrote on his 
TikTok video. 

Viewers were moved by the video and 
suggested setting up a GoFundMe for 
Shayden to show him that there were peo- 
ple who cared about him. 

Ray and his wife, Angell, loved the idea, 
and set up a GoFundMe page with a goal 
of raising $7,000. The page explained, “We 
are raising money to help buy hima gaming 
system, school clothes and hopefully some 
amusement park tickets and anything else 
he may want or need. 100% of the dona- 
tions will be given directly to Shayden and 
his family, he may raise enough to take a 
family trip, Let's continue to show kindness 
to Shayden, and raise awareness for bully- 
ing and suicide prevention!” 

Within just six days, the page raised 
more than $37,000. 

In an update to the page posted on July 
6, Angell wrote, “Thank you all for your 
generosity and kindness! We expected 
to see support from this community but 
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we're shocked and amazed by how every- 
one’s shown up for Shayden. We decided 
to tum off donations while we coordinate 
with his family, but all funds will stay in 
the GoFundMe account until then, We'll 
keep you updated along the way. Thank 
you! #kindnessmatters.” 


Cinnamon Rolls Galore 


‘Twelve-year-old Meredith Allen of Mo- 
bile, Alabama, spent many hours this sum- 
mer baking nearly 2,000 cinnamon rolls 
to raise money for Christian missions at 
Vacation Bible School (VBS), 

Breitbart.com reported that Meredith 
had come up with the idea as part of a 
friendly competition between boy and girl 
Vacation Bible Schools to see who could 
come up with the biggest offering. The 
boys had edged out the girls year after year 
until Meredith came up with the idea to 
havea bake sale, In 2022, she raised $800, 
which helped the girls” team win. 

Since this is the last year Meredith 
will be able to attend VBS, she decided 
to focus her efforts on baking cinnamon 
rolls, which she made from scratch and 
sold in her community every week for the 
entire month of June. Her endeavor raised 
$2,610, according to a June 30 Facebook 
post, all of which will go to missionaries 
in Puerto Rico and Southeast Asia, and to 
the Gideons, 

Meredith’s parents were proud of their 
daughter’s selflessness, 

“She could’ ve been playing with friends, 
or sleeping in ... but the way God was 
using that to grow her character was really 
great,” her mother, Lindsay, said, 


$8 to Make a Day 


When Jason Mosier’s credit card was de- 
clined ata McDonald’s in Knoxville, Ten- 
nessee, his young cashier, known only as 
Hayden, immediately pulled out his own 
debit card to pay for Mosier’s order, Fox 
13 News reported, 

Mosier’s bill came to $8, but repeated 
efforts to pay using his credit card were 
declined, “Don’t worry about it,” Hayden 
told Mosier before he took care of the bill 
himself. 


Mosier initially tried to stop Hayden 
and told him to simply void his order, but 
when Hayden insisted on paying for the 
meal, Mosier asked Hayden to at least 
accept whatever cash he had in his wal- 
let, which was just $4. Hayden rejected 
the offer, but Mosier insisted that Hayden 
take the cash. It was only when Mosier 
opened his order outside in his truck that 
he discovered Hayden had put the $4 back 
in his meal bag, along with a note that read 
“Have a blessed day.” 

Mosier was moved by Hayden’s kind~ 
ness and took to Facebook to share the 
story, He said he felt compelled to retum 
to the McDonald’s and snap a photo with 
the kind young man, 

“Well young man, you did bless my day 
and thank you and never [lose] that giving 
heart,” Jason wrote in the Facebook post. 
“The world is a better place with you in it.” 

Mosier’s story touched a lot of hearts, gar- 
nering 43,000 likes and being shared 38,000 
times, with more than 1,000 comments. 


Right Place, Right Time 


Dylan Durham had just gotten into a mo- 
torcycle crash in Stockbridge, Georgia, 
on the night of June 8 when Joe Hoagland 
happened upon the scene. 

Durham was critically injured and bleed- 
ing on the side of the road after hitting a 
deer when Hoagland noticed his motorcycle 
blocking the road, Hoagland had stopped 
his car and pulled out his flashlight to look 
around when he heard the faint sound of 
someone calling for help. 

Durham was relieved to see Hoagland, 
and, believing his injuries to be life-threat- 
ening, pleaded with him to keep him alive. 
Hoagland called 911 and stayed with Dur- 
ham to keep him calm until first respond- 
ers arrived. 

Days later, Hoagland reunited with Dur 
ham at the hospital where Durham was re- 
covering from a severed leg, broken arm, 
crushed fingers, and fractured foot. 

Hoagland told WSB-TV he believes it 
‘was divine intervention that placed him on 
the road that day, as he did not normally 
take that route. 

“God put me there for a reason because 
can’t explain it,” he si 

— Raven Clabough 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 


An Ounce of Prevention 


The Metropolitan Nashville Police De- 
partment issued a press release regarding 
a deadly shooting that occurred on July 8 
‘The press release recounted the facts cur- 
rently known to the police, 

The incident was captured on surveil- 
lance video from a Corner Mart in Nash- 
ville, The recording showed a suspect, who 
was later identified as 25-year-old De- 
Carlos Groves, enter the store and pulled 
a handgun on the clerk working behind 
the counter, Groves then hopped over the 
counter onto the clerk to overwhelm him. 
‘Thankfully the clerk was also armed, and 
he pulled a pistol out of his shirt pocket 
during the attack and shot Groves. Groves 
still tried to fight with the clerk, who fired 
multiple additional shots at Groves, who 
soon collapsed to the floor. 

Authorities were called to the scene, 
and Groves was pronounced dead. The 
investigation is ongoing, but thanks to 
the video evidence, it appears to be an 
open-and-shut case of justified self- 
defense. 

The story quickly went viral online, and 
one comment posted at Newsbreak.com 
echoed people’s feelings regarding what 
transpired. The commenter wrote, “Good 
on the clerk for exercising his God given 
rights and defending himself. At least the 
deceased will never be able to attack and 
terrorize any more citizens. The world just 
became a bit safer without the perpetrator 
init.” 


Second Amendment Streak 


The Washington Examiner reported on 
July 4 that a nearly four-year trend has 
continued through the month of June, as 
Americans have once again purchased 
more than one million firearms in a single 
month. 

The Examiner cited analysis done by 
the National Shooting Sports Founda- 
tion (NSSF) of FBI background checks, 
which are an indicator of gun purchases. 
FBI background checks can be run for 
reasons other than gun purchases, such 
as for carry permits or security clearane- 
es, but even if those estimated numbers 
were removed from the aggregate fig- 
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ures, the number most likely attributable 
to new purchases or transfers of firearms 
topped one million, NSSF spokesman 
Mark Oliva told the Examiner, “June 
marks the 47th month in a row that has 
exceeded | million adjusted background 
checks in a single month... Happy In- 
dependence Day!” Oliva added, “Amer- 
icans have another million reasons to 
celebrate this Independence Day. More 
than 1.1 million times in June, Ameri 
cans exercised their Second Amendment 
rights to lawfully purchase a firearm. 
That extends the streak to 47 continu- 
ous months that background checks for 
firearm purchases haye exceeded a mil- 
lion. This is notable because these fig- 
ures buck the demands by gun control 
politicians to surrender rights, Ameri- 
cans choose differently. They choose, 
by the millions, to keep and bear arms. 
They are keeping alive the vision of our 
Founding Fathers that this would be a 
nation that celebrates the ethos of a re- 
sponsibly armed citizenry.” 


A 28th Amendment? 


California Governor Gavin Newsom, who 
many political observers believe is posi- 
tioning himself as a future Democratic 
presidential candidate, has recently re- 
leased his latest desperate measure to cap- 
ture national attention, 

On June 8, Newsom released an ad 
calling for a new amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution that would institutionalize 
‘gun control, The measures in his proposed 
28th amendment include mandatory uni- 
versal background checks, raising the 
minimum age to purchase a firearm to 21, 
a standardized “waiting period” between a 
gun purchase and possession, and a ban on 
so-called assault weapons 

Readers of this column don’t need to 
be told how incredibly problematic these 
proposals are. Even though Newsom 
‘was quick to refer to them as “common- 
sense,” it is obvious that such changes to 
the Constitution would completely gut 
the Second Amendment. This was politi- 
cal posturing at its worst, and it’s highly 
unlikely Newsom’s proposal will ever 
gain any momentum. 


‘As the New York Post reported on June 
8, either 34 state legislatures would need 
to apply to Congress to call for an Article 
V Convention (the method Newsom is ad- 
vocating), or two-thirds of the House and 
Senate would need to approve it, in order 
for the amendment to be submitted to the 
states for ratification, 

The National Rifle Association wasted 
no time in calling out Newsom on Twitter 
over his ridiculous “publicity stunt,” which 
“once again shows that his unhinged con- 
tempt for the right to self-defense has no 
bounds, California is a beacon for violence 
because of Newsom’s embrace of policies 
that champion the criminal and penalize 
the law-abiding. That is why the majority 
of Americans rightfully reject his Califor- 
nia-style gun control.” 


ATM Robbery 
Halted by Gun Owner 


The fear of being robbed might be in the 
back of some people’s minds whenever 
they’re withdrawing cash from an ATM, 
but, according to Fox News, it happened 
for real in San Antonio, Texas. 

Fox reported on the details shared 
by San Antonio Police Chief William 
McManus in a press conference, in which 
he recounted the harrowing details of what 
occurred. McManus stated that on July 7 
at roughly 1:00 p.m., a 20-year-old man 
was withdrawing money from a drive-up 
ATM in downtown San Antonio when two 
men drove up to him and exited their vehi- 
cle to rob him, The fast-acting young man 
pulled out his firearm and shot at the two 
suspects, mortally wounding both. 

McManus explained that after a thor 
ough police investigation, law enforce- 
ment concluded that the two deceased 
suspects were attempting to rob the man 
in the car, and that the young man acted 
lawfully when he shot them. As the chief 
explained, “It was a robbery that didn’t go 
well for the robbers.” He said the invest 
gation is not yet finalized, but that law en- 
forcement is looking at the man who fired 
his gun as a “victim of a robbery who was 
acting in self-defense.” ll 


— Patrick Krey 


THE NEW AMERICAN * AUGUST 14, 2023 


The Hysterical 
Side of the 
Historical Record 


‘by Wiliam P. Hoar 


Edison's Ghosts: The Untold Weirdness 
of History's Greatest Geniuses, by Katie 
Spalding, New York: Little, Brown, 2023, 
352 pages, hardcover, 


ome histories are records of man’s 
intelligence. Others concentrate on 


the lack of it, What we have here 
inclines heavily in the latter direction, in 
certain regards. And it’s entertaining — 
squared, or cubed (in a nod to the math- 
ematician who researched and wrote this 
volume), 

The book is a connected collection — a 
full 30 chapters of risible, rollicking an- 
ecdotes — that generally treats us to the 
hysterical side of the historical record. 
You need not read the chapters in order, 
which presents readers with a comucopia 
of options as well as a quandary: Which do 
you choose to examine first, among, e.g., 
“Confucius Was an Ugly Nerd with Low 
Self-Esteem”; “Ben Franklin Uses World- 
Changing Technology to Prank Friends, 
Self”; “Marie Curie Defies All the Odds 
to Accidentally Poison Both Herself and 
Thousands of Strangers”; “Charles Dar- 
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win: Glutton; Worm Dad; Murderer?”; 
“Real-Life Supervillain Nicola Tesla 
Takes the Term “Pigeon-Fancying’ a Bit 
Too Literally”; “Albert Einstein: Public 
Nuisance, Love Rat”; and many more. 

You really don’t have to take your time 
before making snap decisions. While some 
chapters do get higher marks than others, 
there really aren’t any duds. 

The author acknowledges that this list 
is not an exhaustive directory of history's 
geniuses. To qualify for the book, in her 
view, her subjects “needed a very particu- 
lar set of attributes.” To wit: They had to 


be “smart enough to be noteworthy, but 
not so smart as to never do anything really 
f**king dumb.” (That f-bomb, plus simi- 
lar heavy ordnance unbleeped throughout 
the volume, is included here as a note of 
caution: There is a sprinkling of coarse 
language employed, presumably for shock 
effect — usually not worse than you might 
hear in a locker room or off-color night- 
club show, though one’s maiden great- 
aunt might well think otherwise.) 

That said, the package is much more 
gly pedagogical than scatological 


am 


Pythagoras Leaves 

the Beans, Takes the Theorem 

Katie Spalding, the author of Edison's 
Ghosts: The Untold Weirdness of Histo- 
ry Greatest Geniuses, offers the follow- 
ing background note (with the language 
reflecting her Britishisms): She spent 10 
years, in her words, “studying maths, 
which is just about the upper limit on how 
much maths you can do before people start 
actively avoiding you at parties.” 

Her Ph.D. was awarded in 2018 for a 
thesis titled “Growth and Geometry in 
Multi-Valued Dynamics,” which is, as she 
puts it, “a particularly mathematical way 
of saying [she] drew a lot of pictures and 
pointed at them while saying ‘look, see?” 
and hoping nobody asked any follow-up 
questions.” Spalding also has worked for 
a popular science website, provided re- 
search for a British comedy-panel game 
show, and written for academic and other 
periodicals, 


THE REVIEW 


While the wacky/funny side of the con 
tents does drive much of this book, each 
chapter is supported by Spalding’s serious 
research, included at the volume’s end; 
footnotes in the body of the copy are usu- 
ally asides and often waggish 

Where to start? For her part, the au- 
thor begins with an equation. Most read- 
ers will likely guess which one ~ clue: 
It’s about hypotenuses, The chapter (“The 
Mathematical Cult Leader Pythagoras”), 
however, cares more about weird stuff, 
pointing out, among other matters, that 
Pythagoras “really, really hated beans. 
Total leguminophobe. And he was evan- 
gelical about it. He wouldn’t eat beans; 
his followers were banned from eating 
beans; heck, there’s even a story about 
him talking an ox out of eating beans.” 
Indeed, as we find out, this aversion may 
have cost the Greek his life. 

Since this reviewer didn’t recall this 
specific leguminophobia, and we didn’t 
have easy access to the author's cited 
sources, we hit our own shelves for con- 
firmation — double-checking about these 
supposed creatures from the black legume. 
Voila! It did appear that while some folks 
might call the ancient Pythagoreans 


‘mous image in the world, and yet no- 
body really knows what it was really 
meant to look like finished. 


In passing, Spalding also does mention a 
potential mural competition between da 
Vinci and his contemporary Michelangelo. 
It didn’t happen. Personally, we think it 
would have been a draw. 


Edison’s Spirit Phone 

‘Turns Out to Be a Dead Line 

The titular story is about the guy you 
might say lit up the world. Thomas Edi- 
son’s considerable P.R, efforts certainly 
conveyed that impression. However, what 
is in Edison's Ghosts shines more light in 
a different direction, 

This chapter, as most of the others in 
Spalding’s book, brought to this review- 
er’s mind the work of the incredibly suc- 
cessful American broadcaster Paul Harvey 
(1918-2009), who spent decades on the 
radio — with multimillions of listeners — 
as well as on television and in print. His 
trademark broadcasts usually had a twist 
and concluded: “And now you know ... the 
rest of the story.” 


Similarly, the accounts in this book set 


the stage for the star before his (or her) 
pratfalls 
In this case, beyond the light-bulb his- 


tory and other better-known aspects of 
Edison’s incredible career, Spalding tums 
the spotlight on “Thomas Edison’s Lesser- 
Known Invention: Dial-a-Ghost.” That's 
her chapter name for the “rest of the story” 
— about Edison’s “Spirit Phone.” Cited are 
Edison's comments in a 1920 interview in 
which he reveals that he has “been at work 
for some time, building an apparatus to see 
if itis possible for personalities which have 
left this earth to communicate with us.” The 
author agrees that sounds absurd, while ac~ 
knowledging that some biographers treated 
this episode as a hoax. However, she’s got 
the goods from Edison’s Diary and Sundry 
Observations — in the French (but not the 
English) version of the inventor’s memoirs. 

“In French,” as she relates, 


the book had one extra chapter: Edi- 
son's designs for the spirit phone. 
Sketches showed that he was bas- 
ing the idea off his phonograph de- 
signs — this was a standard way of 

working for him, a technique 


hhas-beens; they were indeed never- 
bean people. Those who lived in 
that community, as historian Will 
Durant did record in The Life of 
Greece, were forbidden to “eat 
flesh, or eggs, or beans.” 

There’s more to that account, 
of course, but it’s time to jump to 
da Vinci to see what he’s been up 
to. Well, mostly, he’s not finishing 
his jobs, which is why Spalding’s 
chapter is entitled “Never, Ever 
Hire Leonardo da Vinci.” When he 
died in 1519, at age 67, as the au- 
thor summarizes, da Vinci left 


the world almost as many aban- 
doned, half-finished, or outright 
lost masterpieces as complete 
ones, 

Even his most famous work, 
the Mona Lisa, he never finished 
— he took it with him to France 
and insisted until his death that 
there was still more to do before 
it was complete. Which kind of 
puts the painting in a new per- 
spective, really — the most fi 
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that modem biographers have 
called his “invention by anal- 
ogy.” His idea seems to have 
been to ramp up the sensitiv- 
ity of the phonograph enough 
that it would be able to pick 
up the vibrations of the 
swarm. He even made a pact 
with one of his engineers, 
William Walter Dinwiddie, 
that whichever of them died 
first would send the other a 
message from beyond 


In 1933, two years after Edison’s 
death, a magazine called Modern 
Mechanix reported about a group 
of scientists (previously convened 
by Edison) who allegedly spent 
hours watching a prototype of the 
machine for signs of communica 
tion. To no avail. 

If that doesn’t tickle you enough, 
» move on to Danish astronomer 
Tycho Brahe, described as a “feu- 
dal lord who lived with a drunk 
moose and psychic dwarf.” Oh yes, 


and he had a brass nose. 
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Or “gravity inventor” Isaac 
Newton, who had a penchant for 
sticking needles, brass plates, or 
even his fingers into his eyes to 
see what happened. That was a 
bit different from when he stared 
at the sun for an extended period 
of time — and blinded himself for 
three days. 


No doubt you'd like to know 


more about why the author com- 
pares Mozart to Britney Spears 


— as a child star who became too 
famous too fast. The title of that 
chapter, unfortunately, is a bit too 
gamy for these pages. 

You may shake your head in 
astonishment at the actions of the 
discoverers of radioactivity, Pierre 
and Marie Curie, and their treat 
ment of such elements, capable of 
causing health problems in mere 
hours. How cautious was Pierre 
with highly radioactive radium? 
(The two announced its existence, 


Joseph 


Benjamin 
Franklin 


tees.”* We do learn about Heming- 
ay’s “most likely drunken plan 
to become a bona fide pirate of 
the Caribbean” out of Cuba. We 
are introduced to Hemingway's 
“Crook Factory.” This crew is de- 
scribed as “ragtag band” of 


local bartenders, sex workers, 
Loyalist Spanish refugees, 
Basque priests, fishermen, 
smugglers, and whoever else 
caught Hemingway's eye 
and imagination. This motley 
crew — or as the FBI termed 
them, “an amateur informa- 
tion service” — would per- 
form vital counterintelligence 
work against any Nazi spies 
hoping to infiltrate Cuba. 


And all of that would be done, ac- 
cording to “Papa’s promise,” for 
a measly $500 a month, Lest you 
wonder, that is about $8,500 in to- 


along with that of polonium, in 
1898.) Well, he was careful — 
about his notes. As we read, Pierre noted 


about how his skin became burned 
and lesioned when he strapped a vial 
of the stuff to his arm for ten hours 
Marie would keep vials of radium 
and polonium in her pockets. At 
home, she kept a sample of radium 
next to her bed to use as a nightlight. 
(Emphasis in original.) 


As it happens, Pierre died by getting run 
over by a cart; Marie died from aplastic 
anemia in 1934, apparently caused by ra- 
diation poisoning. 


Dealing With Unrelieved Astronauts 
But wait — there’s more. There’s the 
time that Napoleon squared off against 
his “fluffiest foe.” You'll have to read 
the book for the details — and it’s worth 
doing so — and Spalding brings it with 
joie de vivre. “Fresh from his victory,” as 
she writes, “against the combined armies 
of Britain, Russia, Prussia, Sweden, Sax- 
ony and Sicily, the Emperor of France had 
finally been defeated.” It was over. Yep, 
the “bunnies had won,” 

Tesla fits the bill well in Edison's 
Ghosts, He’s quoted in extenso about how 
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his projected “Teleforce” should not be 
called a death ray and why such terminol- 
ogy is not applicable. To which Spalding 
adds her rebuttal: “Got that? He’s not the 
crazed inventor of a terrifying death ray. 
He's the crazed inventor of a terrifying 
death beam.” 

If you visited Benjamin Franklin back 
in the day, it wasn’t necessarily the kite 
and lightning that should worry you, 
but you probably should have been con- 
cerned about what might happen if you 
were offered a drink. Ben, it turns out. 
liked to prank his buddies by hitting 
them with electrified wine glasses, He 
also came up with, as Spalding writes, 
party game called Treason, in which par- 
ticipants were told to touch a portrait of 
King George and would receive a shock 
when they did so.” 

You are not going to get hit with a lot 
of politics in the book’s pages. What there 
is leans left — as you might expect from 
many of today’s commentators and mod- 
ern academe, especially from the U.K. In 
a chapter about how Ernest Hemingway 
was working, very ineptly, with both the 
NKVD and FBI, there’s a bit of sneering 
about the United States going “full Red 
Scare” and its “McCarthyist ‘commit- 


day’s money. “What a steal!,” says 
acheeky footnote. 

The target for the final chapter is col- 
lective, entitled “NASA Forgets about 
Women, Toilets and the Metric System.” 
his one may have you chuckling, if 
abashedly — because it is, well, more 
than a little indelicate, Surely mature 
people wouldn’t chortle about bathroom 
humor, Yet, it is a wee bit difficult to act 
refined when a key character is known 
as Dr. Flush, and the best brains in the 
American space program then try to make 
a jump from UCDs (urine collection de- 
vices) to Disposable Absorption Contain- 
ment Trunks, 

Here's the issue at hand: It seems 
that the powers-that-be had neglected 
certain aspects amid the competition to 
the skies, Time travel has us imagining 
ourselves as Alan Shepard. At one point, 
because of NASA’s lack of foresight, he 
was forced to relieve himself, Heroical- 
ly, to be sure. And, writes the author, 
“because you're in a rocket waiting for 
blast-off, you generally have to be on 
your back, this left the Free World’s first 
great pioneer in the Space Race lying 
face up in a puddle” of his own urine 
We'll stop there. 

What else can we say about Edison 
Ghosts? You will get a charge out of it. ll 
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“Bitchy, but Right” p> 


by William 8. Hahn, 
CEO of The John Birch Society 


he three words of this 
headline come from a 
rather liberal indepen 


dent blog in South Dakota. The 
Dakota Free Press used that as 
its headline for an article re- 
porting on efforts of The John 
Birch Society (IBS) and others 
to protect the property rights 
of affected landowners against 
land-grab attempts to facilitate 
a carbon-capture pipeline. 

It reported, “[JBS] and 
South Dakota’s hard right are harder and more visibly [sic] than 
any left-wing groups to protect South Dakota property rights 
from the predations of the mainstream Republicans behind the 
Summit Carbon Solutions land grab.” 

The Berkeley Daily Gazette did something similar back in 
1971. Its headline — “Whatever Else, Call Him ‘Correct — 
referred to JBS founder Robert Welch. That newspaper was 
not what we'd call a bastion of conservatism, Yet, this is what 
happens when common ground is found, Sometimes honesty 
prevails. 

‘As JBS leadership has mentioned over the decades, the battle 
for this country will not be won through politics. It’s not a Re~ 
publican vs. Democrat battle, It’s freedom vs. tyranny, and as 
the lowa and South Dakota legislatures have thoroughly dem- 
onstrated this year, no one political party holds a monopoly on 
freedom or tyranny. 

IBS members are hard at work in those states sounding the 
alarm bells of this land grab and providing leadership and solu- 
tions that can only come from the organization’s nearly 65 years 
of grassroots experience, Staff are busy organizing leaders and 
concerned patriots to build pressure on officials to protect their 
constituents’ property rights. 

The Houses of Representatives of both Iowa and South Da- 
kota had legislative packages that were going to do just that, and. 
these sailed through. But the Senates were a different story, and. 
the bills were killed in committee — by Republicans. Media 
reports suggest that there may be some conflict of interest, as 
some of these Republicans accepted political donations from the 
companies seeking pipeline permi 
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This news isn’t a shocker, 
especially to those who stand 
on principle. Let’s examine the 
problem, Industry has sprung 
up around federal tax dollars 
that are funding radical envi- 
ronmental projects — namely 
the UN’s Agenda 2030, In- 
dustry gets money for playing 
along with the climate-change 
scheme and providing infra- 
structure for carbon-capture 
pipelines collecting CO, from 
ethanol plants and depositing 
it in old petroleum wells in 
North Dakota. Doing so gives 
the ethanol plants and pipeline companies federal tax credits 
that make their ethanol more attractive to buyers, namely in 
California, 

Unfortunately, too many have shoved their snouts into the 
federal trough, and have also bought into climate change (or 
perhaps just turned a blind eye in order to receive federal 
funds). Now, their actions are beginning to have real-world 
consequences. To defend this land grab is entirely despicable 
and anti-American. 

‘As former JBS CEO Art Thompson pointed out in his book 
Property Rights: As Sacred as the Laws of God, John Adams 
once said, “The moment the idea is admitted into society that 
property is not as sacred as the laws of God, anarchy and tyr 
anny commence.” 

‘And that is exactly where we are now. Thanks to the 2022 
Inflation Reduction Act, $375 billion over the next decade will 
be spent to cut greenhouse-gas emissions by 40 percent by 
2030, While the Midwest may be the first to be affected, all 
that money will end up in various projects across the entire 
country, with tens of billions to be spent on thousands more 
miles of pipelines. 

Is your property next? Don’t wait to take action on this. Start 
at JBS.org and look for the Stop Agenda 2030; War on Farm- 
ers action project, Educate yourself using the recommended 
materials, then inform others and be persistent in getting local 
elected officials to act. To be the most effective, join The John 
Birch Society, We'll help you, and we're in this for the long 
haul, Can we count on your help to protect American liberties 
and freedom? ll 
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Showers & Lavatories 


The Onyx Collection manufactures 
showers and lavatories in Belvue, KS. 


We have over 4,500 active dealers 
throughout the United States that sell and 
install our products. 


Quality products, unique designs, our 
guarantee, and ease of installation have 
made us legends in this industry. 


Call us at: (800) 669-9867 
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